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to documentary articles, to the exclusion of our usual 
miscellaneous extracts. In a week or two we will be 
at liberty to exercise our discretion in the selection 
of the contents of our pages, and until then claim 
the indulgence of our friends. 





PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. It is now settled 
that the election of a vice president will devolve on 


the senate, Indiana having cast her electoral vote 


for Wm. H. Harrison and Francis Granger. The 
candidates who will be te sarge to that body are, 

tchard M. Johnson, from 
whom a selection must be made according to the 
following provision of the constitution. 

“The person having the greatest number of votes 
as vice app. shall be vice president, if such 
number be a majority of the whole number of elec- 
tors appointed; and if no person have a inajority, 
then from the two highest numbers on the list, the 
senate shall choose the vice president; a quorum 
for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the 
whole number of senators, and a majority of the 
whole number shall be necessary to a choice.” 





Post OF FICE DEPARTMENT. The “Globe” states 
that “the business of this department has been re- 
sumed in the capacious buildings recently occupied 


| by Mr. A. Fuller as a hotel. 


‘The entrance to the apartment occupied by the 
postmaster general, is the second door west of the 
porch covering the main entrance to the buildings. 

The ‘contract office” is approached by the third 
door, the “inspection office” a the fourth, and the 
“appointinent office’ by the first. 

The entrance to the ‘“auditor’s office” is by the 


| flight of stairs leading up to the second story from 
side pavement of 11th street. 


As soon as the committees of congress have finish- 
ed their investizations into the causes and extent of 


| the recent calamity, we shall make a full statement 


to the public.” 
The investigation of the facts connected with the 


recent calainity is still going on; but no develope- | 


ments have been made which point with certainty to 
the cause of it. Itis, however, generally supposed to 
have originated from the cinders and ashes deposit- 
ed in the cellar by the persons having charge of the 
fires. 





FLrortpa. Notwithstanding the letter of colonel 
Randall, inserted in the present sheet, contains 
much information heretofore published, it forms an 
important link in the history of the Florida war, 


f and is placed on record for future reference. 


It appears from a letter from Volusia, dated De- 
cember 9, that general Jesup had assumed the com- 
mand of the army, that he had issued an order that 


officers entitled to forage shall carry on their horses 


one bushel of corn each, besides other necessary | 


articles. The letter states, “our prisoners gave im- 
portant information relative to the Indians, and we 
expect the Wahoo Swamp to be the scene of much 


bloody fighting”’—and further, “we march with. 


thirty days provisions.” 

The health of governor Call is said to be in a 
very precarious state, and it is said he will resign 
the government of Florida. The term of service of 
the Tennesseean volunteers expired on the 16th of 
November, and they had signified to general Call 
their intention to go home. It was thought that in 
this they were determined by the dismissal of gen. 
Call to whom they were much attached. 

_ The loss of the Indians in the several actions 
Inthe Wahoo Swamp is estimated at one hundred, 


@ od that of the whites, 25 killed, and 59 wounded. 


A detachment of Florida volunteers, eres 


8 Of two companies, under the command of colone 


Sanches, had been ordered to proceed down to To- 


moka where Philip and his band have had undis- | 


turbed gpemen. since the last campaign. It is, 
doubtfy » however, whether ‘they will be able to 
effect any thing, as the force sent is small. 





Texas. It is said that Santa Ana has been re- 
eased by the Texian government, and is now on 
‘Is way to Washington. According to the Texas 
elegraph, it appears that president Houston sent a 
message to the senate apprising them of the deter. 
mination of the executive to release Santa Ana, and 
fave him at liberty to go to Washington—on which 
Vor LI Sie. 17 . 











senate, after a warm debate, left the matter in the 
hands of the president, who immediately released 
Santa Ana. 

The latter left soon after for the United States, 
accompanied by his secretary Almonte, and escort- 
ed by five cavalry soldiers to the American territo- 
hs The senate, surprised at this hurried procedure, 
then passed a resolution instructing the president 
to explain to congress the reasons which had 
prompted him to release Santa Ana. As Houston 


no opposition was shown at Columbia to the release 
of the prisoner. 

It is said that colonel Nunez, brother-in-law to 
Santa Ana—not nephew—is charged with import- 
ant despatches from the latter for the Mexican go- 
vernment, and will probably sail without delay for 
Mexico. 

Mexico is making vigorous preparations for ano- 
ther campaign against the Texians, who are also on 
the alert, and preparing themselves for a determined 
resistance. 





THE MILITARY couRT at Frederick is still en- 
gaged in the trial of gen. Scott. Since our last, 
gen Clinch and capt. Drane, two important wit- 
nesses, have arrived at Frederick, and gen. Scott 
has applied to the court to issue a summons for 
Francis P. Blair, editor of the *Globe,”’ whose tes- 
timony he deems important. 





New HampswIRE SENATOR. Franklin Pierce, 





| when the term of Mr Page expires. 





| InpIaANA SENATOR. Oliver H. Smith has been 
‘elected a senator of the United States from the state 
of Indiana for six years from the 4th March next, 
‘in the place of Mr. Hendricks whose teri of ser- 
'vice will then expire. 


} 
| 
| 





Sournu Carottna. Colonel P. M. Butler has 
been elected, by the legislature, governor of this 


| 
{ 


state without opposition, and William Dubose, lieut. 
governor. Mr. McDuflie’s farewell address is very 
eloquent, and manifests a determination to retire to 
| private life. 

| 





| Lovutstana. Thereturns from Natchitoches and 


| Claiborne, the two parishes not officially returned 
‘in Louisiana, have been received at New Orleans. 
They give an aggregate majority of 15 for White. 
Mr. Van Buren’s majority therefore, would, had all 
the parishes been returned, have been 225. 


| 





Minister FrRoM Texas. The ‘*Globe” 
Tuesday last contains the following: 

‘*The hon. Wm. H. Warton, minister plenipoten- 

tiary from the republic of Texas, and colonel John 
Wolfe, his secretary, arrived yesterday, and have 
hervss lodgings at Gadsby’s hotel, 
Express MAILS. Sufficient time has not elaps- 
ed to say how far these mails will prove beneficial 
to the commercial community in the speedy trans- 
portation of letters, &c. but the articles of news 
received through them are generally of the most 
meager and uninteresting character. The “‘experi- 
ment” will not be an expensive one to the govern- 
ment, for it is stated by the “Globe” that it will 
cost less than $5,000 a week, and that that amount 
will be received in postage on letters. 





ALABAMA. The presidential electors of Alaba- 
ma met at Tuscaloosa, on the 7th inst. and gave the 
seven votes of that state to Martin Van Buren for 
president, and Richard M. Johnson for vice presi- 
dent. 

The house of representatives have passed the ex- 
punging resolutions by a majority of about twenty 
votes. The senate had not acted on them, though 
it was thought they would pass that branch of the 
legislature also. 

BURNING OF THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
The circuit court, now in session at Washington, is 
engaged in the trial of Richard H. White, charged 





of 


enjoys the confidence of the army and the people, |: 





esquire, at present one of the representatives from | 
New Hampshire, has been elected a senator in con- | 
gress from that state, from the 4th March next, | 
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Much curious testimony has been elicited, which 
will be noticed at the conclusion of the trial. 





BANKING CAPITAL. From a list of applications 
to be made to the New York legislature at its next 
session, we learn that there will be a plications for 
thirteen new banks, and applications be an increase 
of capital from two existing banks, making in all an 
aggregate increase of six million six hundred and 
fifiy thousand dollars of banking capital. There 
are other applications before noticed to the amount 
of twenty millions; so that the whole increase of 
banking capital already notified as to be asked from 
the next legislature, will exceed twenty-six millions 
of dollars. 


eee 


SuRPLUS REVENUE. The disposition of Penn- 
sylvania’s portion of the surplus caused much dis- 
cussion and numerous propositions in the house of 
representatives of that state. Finally a resolution 
was passed agreeing to receive it and leaving its dis- 
positien to future legislation. 

Tn the senate on the 18th inst. Mr. Toland offer- 
ed a resolution, which was read and laid on the ta- 
ble, premising that the surplus to be distributed 
will be no longer required, and instructing the de- 
Jegation in congress from that state to endeavor to 
obtain the passage of a law, vesting in the several 
states the absolute right and ownership of the funds 
to be distributed under the act of congress, passed 
23d day of June, 1836, and to effect the repeal of 
so much of said act as is inconsistent therewith. 





ASSISTANT SURGEONS. Nary department, Dec. 
19. The following is the order in which the assist- 
ant surgeons, who passed before the late board of 
naval surgeons, were reported to the department in 
point of relative merit, viz: ° 

Class of 1831—Jonathan M. Foltz. 

Class of 1832—No. 1. John C. Mercer, No. 2. 
Samuel C. Lawrason, No. 8. Edward Gilchrist, No. 
4. Lewis Wolfley, No. 5. Lewis W. Minor, No. 6. 
Robert M. Baltzer, No. 7. William John Powell. 


THE SURPLUS REVENUE. There are many pro- 
jects in the different states for the appropriation of 
the sums they may receive under the distribution 
law—but the following from a correspondent of the 
Charleston (S. C.) ‘*Mercury” is the most quaint 
and exclusive we have yet seen: If, however, Mr. 
McDnuffie’s theory about the operation of the tariff 
laws upon the planting interest is correct, he must 
admit the justice of the proposition. 

«The governor suggests to the legislature to depo- 
site the whole amount due this state, into the bank. 
Now let me suggest first, that this sum has been 
advanced according to the governor’s theory, b 
the planters. If so, they ought to have the benefit 
of it. It should be loaned to planters by the year, 
being secured not by lands only, but by negroes, and 
to make that security valid, let the bank make that 
same fund an insurance fund, to insure negroes at 
such rates as would bring sufficient business. Then 
a planter, by assigning such a policy, could get a 
loan to save selling his negroes. The state is fast 
becoming a wilderness; every year negroes are leav- 
ing the state never to return, and with them the 
most enterprising planters. If the legislature does 
not take steps to put a planter on as good a footing 
as a factor, and let the negro capital be an available 
security for borrowing on every year, will see more 
plantations abandoned, and finally the whole low 
country will be abandoned. Already our land tax 
is grossly unequal. No planter but what is tempt- 
ed to sell now, although negroes must advance every 
vear. But if his money, refunded by the United 
States, is to be loaned only on endorsed notes, he 
must pay a town endorser two and a half per cent. 
and then renew every sixty days. This he cannot 
do, and so he sells his negroes, they are. carried to 
the west, and the state is thus weakened—they pay 
no more taxes to South Carolina. “The excitement 
about a rail road has drawn off public attention from 
the appalling fact, that this state is daily losing its 
agricultural labor, and its lands becoming valueless. 
The rail road, if ever it is built, will pass over the 
whole low country and not redeem an acre. The 
city may become the resort of strangers in the win- 
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drain of negroes is drawing off the very life blood 
of the state. Here is a chance of saving it, by ap- 
ying the-planter’s own money on the security of 
is property. The very rise in the value of ne- 
groes is one cause which operates to drive them off 
to the more productive west, and if the attachments 
of home are to be balanced by the pressure of debt, 
most men will sell their negroes, abandon their 
lands, and with the remnant of their estate become 
tax paying citizens of other states. The attention 
of the legislature is called to this subject—by one 
who still prefers the Sea SHORE. 
THE CoNcoRD MONUMENT. The readers of the 
Gazette will remember that the rev. Dr. Ripley 
gave a piece of land, on condition that, within a 
given time, on it should be erected a monument in 
commemoration of the first action that was fought 
in the revolutionary struggle. For such a purpose, 
no locality could be more appropriate, as the land 
thus ss is the spot on which the first of the ene- 
my fell. 


On Tuesday last the corner stone of the monu- 
ment was laid, on which occasion an impressive 
and appropriate prayer was made by the reverend 
donor. The monument, when finished, will be 
creditable as well as ornamental to our town. The 
material is granite, the model an obelisk; its hight 
will be about 25 feet; the base, which is square, is 
a large block, 54 feet broad, and about 3 in height. 
On the west side of the next block is inlaid a slab 
of white Italian marble, on which is engraved the 


following laconic, but modest and unassuming in- 
scription: : 
Here 
On the 19th of April, 
1775, 
Was made 


The first forcible resistance 
To British aggression, 
On the opposite bank. 

Stood the American militia. 

Here stood the invading army, 
And on this spot 
The first of the enemy fell 
In the war of that revolution 
Which gave 
Independence 
To these United States. 





In gratitude to God, 
And 
In the love of freedom, 
This monument 
Was erected 
A. D. 1836. 

It is not often such emotions of pleasure flit 
across our bosom, as we felt on reading this simple 
and eloquent appeal to our piety and patriotism, 
and pardon us, gentle reader, if the recollection of 
the sufferings of our countrymen on that memorable 
struggle, caused a tear to steal from our eyes. 
Matter-of-fact, as our vocation may be, we trust 
that none will accuse us of being poetical, when 
we say, that anticipation painted the time when 
this plain obelisk, and this simple inscription, will 
draw more pilgrims to the spot where the first gun 
of liberty was fired, than ever journeyed to the lady 
of Loretto, or any other single shrine of monkish 
superstition. The minions of slavery, we admit, 
have raised more splendid pilés to commemorate 
the actions of a tyrant; but, excuse our American 
feelings that, although we admire the triumphs of 
art in those magnificent efforts, yet we think it bet- 
ter suits the genius of our nation, and the spirit of 
our republican institutions, to erect such tributes in 
memory of our departed brave as the ConcorD mo- 
NUMENT. [Concord Yeoman. 





ORIENTAL COMPLIMENT. 

Our readers doubtless know that a treaty of 
friendship and commerce was negotiated, about 
three years ago, with the sultan of Muscat, (a gen- 
tleman, by the way, and a liberal enlightened mon- 
arch), by Edmund Roberts, esq. (lately deceased), 
who went out in the Peacock for that purpose. 
The second mission of Mr. Roberts, on which he 
was engaged at the time of his death, in June 
last, was to carry out the ratification of the treaties 
entered into with the sultan of Muscat and the 
king of Siam; and also, we believe, to make another 
effort to negotiate a treaty with the emperor of 
Cochin-China, the first having failed through the 
absurd and vexatiousrequisitions of etiquette insist- 
ed on by the Cochin-Chinese officers. The follow- 
ing translation of the letter written by the sultan of 
Muscat to the president, is a specimen of 
oriental courtesy and compliment. We have ob- 
tained it from the narrative of the mission, written 
by Mr. Roberts, and now almost ready for publica- 
tion. [N. ¥. Com. Adv. 


Translation of a letter from the sultan of Muscat 
to the president of the United States. 
“IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN.’ 

“To the most high and mighty Andrew Jack- 
son, president of the United States of America, 
whose name shines with so much splendor through- 
out the world. I pray most sincerely that on the 
receipt of this letter it may find his highness, the 
pane of the U. States, in high health, and that 

is happiness may be constantly on the increase. 
On a most fortunate day and at a happy hour, I had 
the honor to receive your highness’ letter, every 
word of which is clear and distinct as the sun at 
noonday, and every letter shown forth as brilliantly 
as the stars in the heavens. Your highness’ letter 
was received by your faithful and highly honorable 
ci ager and ambassador, Edmund Roberts, 
who made me supremely happy in explaining the 
object of his mission, and I have complied in every 
respect with the wishes of your honorable ambassa- 
dor, in concluding a treaty of friendship and com- 
merce between our respective countries, which shall 
be faithfully observed by myself and my suc- 
cessors, as long as the world endures. And his 
highness may depend that all American vessels re- 
sorting to the ports within my dominions, shall 
know no difference, in point of good treatment, be- 
tween my country and that of his own most fortu- 
nate and happy country, where felicity ever dwells. 
I most firmly hope that his highness the president 
may ever consider me as his firm and true friend, 
and that I will ever hold the president of the Unit- 
ed States very near and dear to my heart, and my 
friendship shall never know any dimunition, but 
shall continue to increase till time is no more. I 
offer most sincerely and truly, to his highness the 
president my entire and devoted services, to execute 
any wishes the president may have within my do- 
minions, or within any ports or places wherein I 
possess the slightest influence. This is from your 
most beloved friend, “SYED BIN SULTAN. 

‘Written on the twenty-second day of the moon, 
Jamada Alawel, in the year Alhajre, 1249,* at the 
royal palace in the city of Muscat. 

“This letter is to have the address of being pre- 
sented to the most high and mighty Andrew Jack- 
son, president of the United States of America, 
whose name shines with so much brilliancy through- 
out the world.” 





PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 
MASSACHUSETTS-—OFFICIAL, 

The governor and council have examined the re- 
turns of votes in the several cities and towns in the 
commonwealth, for electors of president and vice 
president, and the result is as follows: 


Whole number of votes 74,761 
Necessary to a choice 37,381 
For electors at large. 

Nathaniel Silsbee 41,099 
Edward A. Newton 40,757 
Seth Whitmarsh 33,297 
Nathan Wiliis 32,839 
For district No. 1. 

Samuel Appleton 41,229 
Caleb Eddy 33,471 
For district No. 2. 

Leaverett Saltonstall 41,274 
Robert Rantoul 33,416 
For district No. 3. 

Benjamin Walker 41,274 
Joseph Kittredge 33,394 
For district No. 4. 

Loammi Baldwin 41,238 
Francis Tuttle 33,524 
For district No. 5° 
Joseph G. Kendall 41,104 
Samuel Taylor 33,528 
For district No. 6. 

Samuel Lee 41,228 
Samuel C. Allen 33,505 
For district No. 7. 

Thomas Longley 41,287 
Joseph Fitch 33,408 
For district No. 8. 

Isaac C. Bates 40,832 
Harvey Chapin 33,542 
For district No. 9. 

Bezaleel Taft, jun. 41,025 
Benjamin P. Williams 33,432 
For district No. 10. 

Howard Lothrop 41,928 
Nathan.C. Brownell 33,068 
For district No. 11. 

Charles W. Morgan 40,980 
Thomas Mandell 32,657 
‘For district No. 12. 

Charles J. Holmes 40,994 
Jabez P. Thompson 32,109 








*Corresponding to the 7th of October, 1833, 





Messrs. Silsbee, Newton, Appleton, Sal 
Walker, Baldwin’ Kendall’ Lee, Longly, nl 
Taft, Morgan and Holmes, were accordingly chose * 
who valed for Daniel Webster as president, = 
Francis Granger as vice president. 


INDIANA—OFFICIAL. 


Harrison. Van B 
First district. ~e 





Vermillion 574 433 
Fountain 697 948 
Tippecanoe 1,244 1,04] 
Carroll 375 565 
Warren 541 349 
Montgomery 1,066 759 
Clinton 331 497 
Second district. 
Harrison 747 456 
Jackson 439 307 
Lawrence 670 815 
Orange 483 564 
Scott 294 267 
Floyd 574 499 
Washington 656 947 
Clark 893 978 
Third district. 
Dearborn 1,203 1,289 
Jefferson 1,172 664 
Switzerland 630 519 
Decatur 956 513 
Ripley 673 443 
Franklin $69 875 
Jennings 626 299 
Fourth district. 
Perry 392 14 
Crawford 196 166 
Spencer 171 179 
Posey 330 751 
Dubois 155 127 
Warwick 157 330 
Pike 226 218 
Vanderburgh 269 130 
Gibson 496 425 
Fifth district. 
Madison 487 367 
Marion 1,409 1,053 
Boon 464 4?) 
Bartholomew 608 412 
Hendricks 731 360 
Morgan 666 543 
Hancock 366 293 
Shelby 688 675 
Johnson 438 550 
Hamilton 569 262 
Sixth district. 
Fayette 965 545 
Delaware 369 307 
Rush 1,167 748 
Randolph 633 234 
Henry 1,304 712 
Grant 239 132 
Union 700 568 
Wayne 2,284 985 
Seventh district. 
Vigo 963 289 
Sullivan 203 583 
Daviess 438 253 
Knox 726 437 
Greene 366 389 
Monroe 424 704 
Clay 153 251 
Martin 142 187 
Putman 1,067 694 
Owen 427 286 
Allen 343 266 
St. Joseph 480 255 
Marshal 94 42 
Adams 64 28 
Wabash 122 47 
Kosiusko 160 149 
Laporte 490 542 
Huntington 52 62 
Noble 46 80 
Fulton 55 39 
Porter 87 69 
Lagrange 138 150 
Elkhart 354 305 
Miami 134 30 
Cass 513 289 
41,283 32,772 
32,772 
Harrison’s maj. 8,511 
ILLINOIS—OFFICIAL, is 
Van Buren. Whig 
Alexander 106 
Adams 651 380 
Bond 108 178 
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ltonstal], Clark 218 190 Izard 87 15 jority of the intelligent citizens of the former state 
+ Bates, coles 151 180 Chicot 43 51 jare in favor of an appropriation of money, by the 
F Chosen, B clinton 146 124 White 17 29 |state, for the objects of the association. In Ken- 
lent, an Champaign 86 61 Arkansas 38 82 | tucky, also, at several large public meetings, it was 
Clay. 85 54 Van Buren 19 9 resolved that the objects of the institution are wor- 
Edwards 95 143 St. Francis 108 18 | thy of the patronage and support of the national and 
n Bury © Effingham 45 1 Washington 622 133 | state government. 
Bh pdgar 409 260 Phillips 96 65 On motion, the report was accepted, approved 
433. [p Fayette 268 80 Sevier — 67 34 | and ordered to be printed. 
gig fp Franklin 374 10 Hot Spring 11 5 The Rey. Dr. Proudfit submitted a resolution de- 
1,04] JB Green 1,037 711 Crittenden 38 27 | claring that the society for the colonization of the 
565 (Gallatin 452 150 Monroe 17 35 | free people of color, in Africa, with their own con- 
10g [geHaucock 260 341 Jackson 56 48 | sent, is entitled to an honorable rank among the be- 
534 fp Iroquois 96 22 — ——  jnevolent institutions of our land and age, and that 
349 fe Jasper 12 7 ‘ 2,400 1,238 | the success which has attended the efforts of its 
759 |p Jefferson 227 17 Ten counties were not heard from when the | friends, ought to encourage them to persevere. The 
497 Johnson 37 5 votes were officially made up. Their vote 1s of reverend mover spoke at some length in illustration 
Jackson 164 84 course excluded in the above result. of his views, as stated in the resolution. 
455 jp Jo Davies 366 331 . Dr. Reese offered a resolution declaring that the 
307 || McDonough 158 123 AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. | present ager se of the settlements on the Afri- 
815 jp Montgomery 266 120 A Washington correspondent of the New York | can coast, a orded a practical refutation of the cal- 
564 Macon 313 93 |J ournal of Commerce furnishes the following notice | umny of its enemies, &c. 
967 [Madison 682 959 | of the proceedings of this society, at its recent an- This gentleman spoke with much animation, in 
499 Monroe 119 109 nual meeting:— regard to the condition of the colony, and particular- 
947 Morgan 1,720 1,582 Washington, Dec. 14th, 1836. | ly in reference to its health, temperance and indus- 
973 |p Macoupin 486 269 THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN |try. 
) McLean 427 425 CoLoNnIzATION sociETy was held last evening, at} The hon. Mr. Grennell remarked that most of 
1,289 Pike 366 615 half past seven o’clock, in the hall of representa- the donations received durin the year by the so- 
66, MePerry 127 85 tives. The hoa. Henry Clay took the chair, and rf were the results of collections made on the 
519 fe Pope 85 107 | called the meeting to order. _ Sabbath preceding or near the fourth of July. He 
513 je kandolph 411 408 The meeting being very thinly attended, on ac- | therefore begged leave to submit a resolution ex- 
443 Shelby 333 58 | count of the inclemency of the weather, it was pro- | pressive of the thanks of the society to the minis- 
gy5 Je sangaion 903 1,464 | posed by some to adjourn, but, after some consul- ters of the gospel who had aided it by affording fa- 
999 fe Schuyler 490 384 | tation, it was determined to proceed. cilities for such collections, and respectfully request- 
St. Clair 551 B54 The rev. Ralph R. Gurley, secretary of the socie- so to continue the practice. 
114 Je lazewell 356 510 | ty, read the annual report, giving a detail of the] Mr. G. supported the resolution with some very 
166 fe Union — 251 9 | operations of the society for the last year. The re- | judicious remarks. 
179 Je Vermillion 465 560 | port presents a most encouraging view of the con-| 4. Collins Lee, esq. submitted a resolution decla- 
75] fe Vabash 101 280 | dition and prospects of the colony. In health, tem- | ratory of the expediency of applying to the federal 
127 Je Wayne 227 31 | perance, industry and happiness, it is on a footing | and state legislatures for aid in the promotion of the 
93) fe Washington 123 15 | of equality with any other settlement on the face of | objects of the society, and, thereupon, he spoke at 
918 fe Winnebago 88 70 | the earth. It seems to require nothing but agricul- | some length, and in an able and interesting manner. 
130 fe White 357 274 | tural improvement, and the establishment of schools,| The rev. Dr. Hill, (of Alexandria), offered a re- 
425 to bring the people toa high state of civilization, solution stating that the society looked with interest 
| Total 14,880 12,255 | prosperity and importance. The accounts from and gratification upon the formation of an associa- 
967 12,255 the intelligent agent of the Maryland colony repre- | tion of young men in the city of New York for the 
1,053 ap sent the settlers as moral and happy. No reasona- | purpose of endowing a seminary of education in 
49} Majority 2,625 ble man, says one account, could desire greater | Liberia. Dr. Hill spoke briefly on the subject in- 
422 __ LOUISIANA—OFFICIAL. facilities for living than are here open to all. The | dicated in the resolution. 
369 Parishes. Van Buren. Whig. | articles of foreign demand spring up simultaneously | The rev. Mr. Andrews and rey. Dr. Laurie also 
543 MeAvoyelles 41 184 | in their hills andvalleys. The coftce tree flourishes | offered resolutions which the writer did not distinct- 
993 f™eAscension 159 50 | luxuriantly, and produces fruit after three years.— ly hear read. 
675 fe ssumption 84 102 | All that is necessary for a settler to do, is to plant} George W. P. Custis, esq. delivered a most elo- 
559 jecatahoula 85 66 20,000 cotiee trees; and in three years he will have | quent and appropriate eulogy on the deceased vice 
og) (ecarroll 63 54 | a good income. resident of the society, the rev. bishop White, and 
Concordia 49 91 The report mentions one fact of great importance | Robert Ralston, esq. 
545 Meciaiborne not received. in reference to the slave trade, from which it ap-| The utmost harmony prevailed at the meeting. 
307 Fast Feliciana 296 150 pears that this opprobrium of Christendom is about The resolutions were unanimously adopted, and, at 
748 fpe3st Baton Rouge 214 170 | to be blotted out. A treaty has been concluded be- {half past ten o’clock, the meeting, on motion of 
931 fepverville 91 60 | tween England, France and Spain, conceding, each | Mr. Gurley, adjourned, to reassemble this evening 
712 @pecilerson 26 40 |toeach,a mutual right of search, with a view to | at the rev. Mr. Post’s church. 
132 feLvourche Interior 58 160 | the total suppression of the slave trade, carried on 
563 Mevivingston 100 100 | under the Spanish flag. This alliance had hereto- |THE TREASURY ORDER—REMARKS OF 
995 feLvlayette 158 36 | fore been confined to Englandand France. The ac- MR. EWING. 
Natchitoches not received. cession of Spain to the league will secure the sup-| In the senate on the 14th, the following offered 
939 fe Urleans 665 676 ression of the nefarious traffic, which has constantly | by Mr. Ewing was taken up, on its second reading, 
583 Ouachita 129 99 ian carried on between Cuba and Africa. It ap- Resolution to rescind the treasury order of the 
253 Plaquemines 44 9 | pears that the United States was solicited to join eleventh day of July, onethousand eight hundred 
437 rout Coupee 51 40 | the league, but declined it, on the ground that they | and thirty-six, and to make uniform the currency 
389 Rapides 120 175 | would thereby yield the right of search, which right | receivable for the public revenue. 
704 " Bernard 25 10 of search was so liable to abuse, as we had experi- Resolved by the senate and house of representatives, 
251 HR. Charles 33 1 Jenced. The report expresses the hope that the |&c. That the treasury order of the eleventh day of 
197 John the Baptist 4 United States, which was the first nation to de- July, anno domini one thousand eight hundred and 
694 * James 22 45 | nounce the traffic, and to declare it piracy, would | thirty-six, designating the funds which should be 
og et Helena 264 50 accede to the proposition of granting a mutual right receivable in payment for public lands, be, and the 
266 . Tammany 194 60 | of search, under such guards as would secure it | same is hereby, rescinded. 
255 4 Mary 63 152 | from abuse, as the most efficient means of suppress- | Resolved, also, That it shall not be lawful for the 
4 * Martin 36 109 ing the traffic. secretary of the mange to delegate to any person, 
23 MY Landry 265 384 The report also mentions that the Liberia colo- | or to any corporation, the power of directing what 
41 ,rebonne 50 95 nists had expelled the trade from a coast of 300 funds shall be receivable for customs, or for the 
149 JE'est Baton Rouge 98 80 | miles in extent. public lands; nor shall he make any discrimination 
549 Vest Feliciana 153 98 The finances of the society are small in reference | 10 the funds so receivable, between different indi- 
62 ashington 183 37 | to its objects, but are increasing. The receipts, viduals, or between the different branches of the 
80) _—- -—— | during the past year, were $16,157, and the expen- public revenue, 
39 3,653 3,383 | ditures about $35,000. Theamount of the receipts} Mr. Ewing then addressed the senate in expla- 
69 3,383 is less than that of the preceding year, for the rea- | nation of his reasons for offering the resolution.— 
15) & See mahi son that in that year $10,000 were raised by issuing | He stated that he did not think that the objects 
305 f°" Buren majority 270 the society’s stock, and over $4,000 more received | which had been avowed as those for which the cir- 
30 ARKANSAS—OFFICIAL. from the government for the transportation to Afri- | cular had been issued, were the only or the leading 
289 & aoa Van Buren. White. | ca of recaptured Africans. But the amount receiv- | objects. He then took a view of the condition of 
laski county 234 191 | ed from donations and auxiliary societies was never | things previous to and plato the last session of 
32,772 ie 110 83 |so great as during the present year. The debt of|congress. It was foreseen before congress met that 
res 81 52 | the society has not been sensi ly diminished, but | there would be a struggle to obtain some legislative 
~ poenir 82 31 |hopes are entertained that the legacies recently | measures for the purpose of checking the accumu- 
ens ph 138 17 | left to the society will be fully adequate to the ex- lation of the public money in the hands of the ex- 
ledene’ 23 48 tinction of the debt. It is also expected that the | ecutive. When the bill for the distribution of the 
Whig or endence 134 113 | agricultural prosperity of the colony will soon ren- surplus revenue was brought forward, it was met 
98 wna 93 46 | der any aid ee the society unnecessary. constantly by the most positive assertion, that there 
380 wford 107 49 In the states of Virginia and Maryland the socie- would be no ik revenue. This was repeated 
173 Wee or 109 119 | ty is in greater favor than it ever was at any former | as long as it could be with any prospect of success; 
son 50 48 | period of its existence. It is believed that a ma- | but when it was found that the public money was 
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coming in so fast that such statements could be no 
longer sustained, it was then deciared that the whole 
of the surplus would be required for the necessities 
of the country. In the report made by the secre- 
tary of the treasury, on the 6th of December 1835, 
the erroneous estimate of the amount of revenue 
which would be in the treasury on the 1st of Janua- 
ry next, was sent forth, in which the secretary un- 
der-estimated the amount by many millions, although 
all the receipts of that year were nearly all come 
in at the time when he issued the statement. A 
mistake of a couple of millions might have been 
attributed to mistake, but such a misstatement at 
the time, when the president must have been in pos- 
session of the facts, could scarcely be attributed to 
inadvertence. 

Mr. Ewing went on to refer toaspeech made 
by himself, in which he stated the evils to be ap- 
aggre snc from the irresistible influx of money into 

he treasury: when he was met with declarations 
that we should want all our means to sustain us 
through an expected war with France; that we 
were to look for a French squadron battering down 
the walls of the capitol, and to defend us, in these 
dangerous contingencies, we should require large 
expenditures in the erection of fortifications: we 
were further told that the contest with the Semi- 
noles in Fiorida would spread into an Indian war 
along the whole of our western frontier, and that 
we must expend liberally to build forts in the west. 
Heavy appropriations had been made for fortifica- 
tions, heavier than had ever before been made in 
time of peace. Still there remained a large surplus 
in the treasury. When every other expedient fail- 
ed, only seven days after the adjournment of con- 
gress, this treasury circular was issued. It was not 
issued by the advice of congress, but was sent abroad 
in seven days after the adjournment, as soon as gen- | 
tlemen were out of the city, changing the charac- | 
ter of the funds to be derived from this, one of the 
greatest sources of our revenue. 

Attempts had been made to make the people be- 
lieve that the mischiefs which had resulted from the 
treasury circular, are in truth attributable to the dis- | 
tribution bill. These attempts however had not. 
been successful. The true source of the evil was | 
well understood; and was doubtless foreseen by 
those who advised the order to be issued. There 
were doubtless other interests which influenced the 
the issuing the order which were not generally 
known. It was not the act of any single in- 
dividual, but was advised by many. One of the ef- 
fects of the order was to limit the sales of public 
lands and to raise their prices, and it had operated 
in favor of those speculators who had borrowed mo- 
ney from the deposite banks, and also in favor of 
the deposite banks themselves. This he had no 
doubt was one of the objects contemplated to be 
effected by the order. Another object was this: It 
was known that some of the deposite banks would 
not be able to pay over the moneys belonging to the 
public. It had been said on this floor that the dis- 
tribution bill would break many of these banks.— 
This idea would have the effect of collecting specie 
in the land offices, and this could be distributed 
among these particular banks for the purpose of 
sustaining them, through the process of paying 
over the public money to the states. It had been 
said that this order would prevent the over issues of 
banks. He replied to this that there were no over- 
issues except by the deposite banks, and these would 
not be effected by this order. These banks had 
made great loans to speculators, and the effect of 
the order would be to accumulate specie to relieve 
them from the effect of their improvident loans.— 
He took views in extenso of the condition of the 
western banks which had increased their issues, of 
late years, as called for by the increasing commerce 
of that part of the country; but there had been no 
over-issues. As soon as this order was issued, these 
banks had closed their doors against all who wish- 
ed to borrow, and had been compelled to push their 
debtors. Thus the whole commerce of the west 
had been crippled. He expatiated at length on these 

oints. 
, Mr. Benton, after a brief reference to some of 
the topics of Mr. Ewing’s remarks, (not heard with 
sufficient distinctness by the reporter), said that 
some time would be requisite for a reply at large 
to the senator from Ohio, He would now say that 
be concurred with him in his construction of the 
Jaw in relation to the deposites remaining in the 
treasury. But he denied (»at any one had said, at 
the last session, that the. uld be no surplus re- 
maining in the treasurv end of the year. As- 
sertions in any way iS Were always made 
with some qualification. ‘3 now declared, on the 
other hand, that there is u large surplus. But the 

resident’s message shows that fifteen or sixteen 
millions of that surplus is already appropriated, and 





continues in the treasury because it could not be 


used. That such would be the fact, Mr. B. had 
repeated so often in the course of the last summer, 
that the walls of the senate chamber, if they could 
speak, would utter it. Every appropriation had 
been kept off, till it was known at round that it 
could not be used; and, accordingly, there now re- 
mained fifteen or sixteen millions unexpended.— 
The whole organization of the senate committees 
was such as to oppose a riations and favor a 
surplus. Congress sat till July, when half the year 
was gone. Suppose they had continued in session 
till October, there would then have been a surplus of 
$20,000,000; and if they had sat till this time, the 
whole revenue would still have been surplus, and 
there would have been double the amount to distri- 
bute that we have now got. 

Do you see, sir, said Mr. B. these few and slen- 
der leaves? They contain every act of the last 
session up to the second of March; and they are 
nearly all private acts, sent up here by the industry 
of one member of the other house. Every appro- 
priation of any moment was put off to the end of 
the session. If the appropriations had been made 
in time, there would have been no more surplus 
than often before. If it had not been for the orga- 
nization of the chamber against appropriations and 
in favor of a surplus, the surplus now would have 
been many millions below what it is. We have 
often had a surplus to the amount of fifteen, sixteen 
and seventeen millions. If the appropriations of 
the last session had been made in time, and if many 
had not been even given up for the want of time to 


expend them, there would have been no surplus 


now. 

Mr. B. said he had only intended now to state 
some points on which he concurred with the sena- 
tor from Ohio, and to say what he thought of the 


construction which he (Mr. E.) had given to the 


deposite law. He had shown that the surplus is 
not a surplus in the ordinary import of the term, 
but a surplus created by congress itself. He wish- 
ed now that some such disposition should be made 


of the resolution of Mr. Ek. as would permit bills October, at the river and the creek, the loss of th: 


| 
| 


now, and soon to be, in progress to go on, without 
blocking them up. It might either be laid on the 


table, or be made the order of some day sufficient- | 
ly distant to give him time to prepare for a reply to | 


the senator from Ohio. He was about to move the 
former, when 

Mr. Webster expressed his assent to a postpone- 
ment of the discussion, but hoped it would not ex- 
tend beyond the residue of the week. 


no subject more important, or in which the public 


mind seemed at this moment to take a deeper in- | 


terest. The condition of the country in reference 
to the currency was admitted on all hands to be 
greatly deranged. A state of things, indeed, exist- 
ed which was anomalous and unprecedented; for 
while the price of all sorts of commodities was un- 
usually high, there existed, at the same moment, a 
scarcity of money. Such a state of the pecuniary 
interests of the country called for investigation, and 
demanded the prompt attention of congress. He 
concluded by expressing a hope that Monday might 
be fixed upon for the further consideration of the 
resolution. 

Mr. Ewing had no objection to such an arrange- 
ment, though he was opposed to any unneecessary 
delay. He said a few words in reply to some of 
the remarks which had fallen from Mr. Benton, 
disclaiming all agency in retarding the appropria- 
tions for the purpose of creating a surplus, &c. but 
reserved himself for the fuller discussion of the sub- 
ject. 

The resolution was then postponed to and made 
the order of the day for Monday. 





INTERESTING FROM FLORIDA. 

From the Charleston Courier of the 5th instant. 

Col. Randall, late adjutant and inspector general 
of the army in Florida, but who retires from his 
command on the near approach of the session of the 
court of appeals of Florida, arrived in this city this 
morning in the steam packet Dolphin, from St. Au- 
gustine, to whom we are indebted for the following 
interesting particulars of the movements of the ar- 
my in that territcry. 

Col. Randall is the bearer of despatches from 
gov. Call to the department at Washington. 

Friday, November 11th, the army, composed of 
the Tennessee brigade about 950 strong, of about 
350 regular troops, 200 Floridians, and the regiment 
of Creek volunteers of about 600 warriors, marched 
from Fort Drane in pursuit of the enemy. On the 
12th the army encamped within three miles of the 
Wythlacoochee, and opposite the point where the 
passage of the river was attempted on the 15th of 


the preceding month. Preparations were made for | route,and encamped. On ee 
in-chief, after leaving the wagon train un er 
strong guard, marched at the head of about - 
ting of colonel Trawsdale’s ™ 


forcing a passage on the following morning. 
On the next day, (13th) the Tennessee volun- 





the enemy had retired, they were detached to Maret 
and attack the Negrotown to the left, where ajg, . 
ineffectual effort had been the month before mek 
to cross, which had been prevented by the eons 
cause. 


The regiment of Creek volunteers then Supportey 
by the greater part of the regular troops, the who), 
under the command of col. Pierce, crossed the rive, 
with no opposition from the enemy, but an immeng, 
danger and peril from the intrinsic difficulties of i), 
passage, the river, although about four feet lowe, 
than on the former visit of the army, presented stil] 
a most formidable and dangerous obstacle. It ya 
about 220 yards wide, deep at all points and swin, 
ming for about 50 yards, with a dense Swamp oy 
either bank.- Four of the regular troops wer 
drowned in effecting its passage. 

Ona oe that trails of the enemy were digeo. 
vered on the opposite bank, the commander-in-chies 
crossed the river with the mounted men under coy. 
mand of col. Warren. No enemy, however, yw 
found; the cove had been deserted for some days by 
the hostile Indians, whose trails were discovers 
leading into Ochlawaha and the Wahoo Swamp; 1» 
appearance of recent habitation or cultivation wa 
visible. 





| creek to the Negrotown. 


The left division, under gen. Armstrong, encouy. 
tered no opposition from the enemy in crossing the 


| The creek was deep enough to swim their horse 


| —Col. ‘frawdsdale’s regiment crossed it, burnt tw 


well built negro or Indian towns on the opposit 
side; after which the brigade retreated to the cam 
near the river. From the report of an old and ip. 
firm negro, left at this place by the enemy, it was 
ascertained that they had fled for the Wahoo Swamp 
on the approach of our army, carrying with then 





] 
; 


He knew of | 


all their property and corn. From the same soure 
we learnt that, at the previous affairs of the 1th 


‘enemy had been at the first 13, and, at the last 3 
1 ix} ‘ 
| killed. 


'my in every direction, by which he could possibly 
‘retire. Col. Pierce with 250 of the regulars, the 
| Creek right, and col. Warren’s mounted men wer 


‘ordered to pass out of the cove, by the only pract:- 
‘cable outlet in that direction, and after fully explor 
'ing the country south and west of the river, to re 
‘unite with the army about the 19th or 20th nea 
'Dade’s battle ground, the commander-in-chief rr 
‘serving the river, marched with the Tennessee br- 
| gade, two companies of artillery and the Flora 
_footmen, and with the whole wagon train in svarci 
of the enemy, on the north side of the river and to- 
wards the Wahoo Swamp. Both divisions marché 
on the 16th, and on the 17th about noon, a lane 
party of the enemy was discovered near the line oi 
march of the main army, encamped near a ham 
mock The first regiment of Tennessee voluntees 
under col. Bradford, constituting the regiment ur 
der the immediate command of gen. Armstrong, W8 
instantly detached to attack the enemy, then as 


tant about 400 yards. 

The enemy, though surprised, had time to wilh 
draw themselves and a portion of their property I! 
to an adjoining hammock and swamp, where they 
awaited the approach of our men, who advanced 
rapidly to the encounter. Before the troops could 
dismount they were received with a severe fire froa 
the enemy, the fire was promptly returned. Tit 
fight was vigorously maintained by the enemy firitt 
from their covert upon our troops, but upon a charg 
being ordered and promptly executed by our mel 
in the most gallant manner, the enemy precipatel 
fled, leaving 20 dead in the wood, and all thet 
horses and baggage. Other dead and a great nul 
ber of wounded were carried off by them during the 
fight, as indicated by numerous bloody trains. The 
pursuit was continued by our men waist deep" 
water and mud, as long as the traces of the ene! 
could be followed. 


treat of the enemy, but the nature of the cout! 
prevented all effectual pursuit. 
supposed to amount to from 150 to 200. 


mortally. This was a very gallant affair, in whic 
both officers and men behaved with the utme 





| 


| 


teers applied for men, on the point of obtaining the | Tennesseans, consis 


spirit and intrepidity. After bringing off out kille 









honor of forcing the passage of the stream a the be 
po when a month before the high waters ee ; 
affled their attempt, when it being reported tha 
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Dispositions were then made to pursue the ene- JR 















At the beginning of the action two compan’ . 
the 2d regiment, and the companies of spies a" 


wards, were detached to the left, to cut off youl 


The enemy we™ 


° _one 
Our loss was one killed, and ten wounded—0 
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hi 5 iment, principally footmen, and a part of the Ist 
orted tha eayegiment and the companies of spies, all under the 
L to march ; nmediate command of general Armstrong, into the 
re also a, !qWahoo Swamp. About three miles from the camp, 
‘fore mek Hhey struck into a large Indian trail, which led to 
the sons he left, through two dense hammocks, and over 


xo creeks into a large field, surrounded on three 
sides by hammocks. he enemy, on our approach, 
were found to have just deserted their position, 





Supported 














16 Whi having set fire to their houses, which were then 
feted yurning. Evidence of their presence in the ham- 
ties of th jock in front, was soon afforded, and the line was 
eet low °F aickly formed to attack them. The footmen under 
cull a -olonel ‘Trawsdale, were formed in open order to 
. ae harze into the hammock, while the horsemen to 
oe" oe, he right and left were thrown back to protect the 
cane it Bank, and to act as a corps of reserve. Before our 
ops te roops had received their final orders to advance, 


hey were saluted Wy a tremendous fire along their 
hole front from the opposite hammock. After 
xchanging shots with the enemy for a short time 
snd slowly advancing upon them, on receiving the 
srders to charge, our troops rushed forward with a 
hout to the wood, and were soon closely engaged 
nadeadly combat. Nearly at the same moment, 
heavy fire was opened on both flanks, and soon 
fter a large party of the enemy—at least fifty in 


ere disco. 
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nder coy. 
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(closely upon the enemy and found them strongly 

osted in a cypress swamp; there they were brisk- 
y charged upon by the Creeks, and the gallant 
major Monica, in attempting to cross a creek fell 
dead in the stream. Some others of the Indians 
fell at the same time, and it was soon discovered 
that the party was too small even to defend their 
own ground against the enemy, without a desperate 
struggle. Two companies of Florida militia, under 
command of capt. Groves and lieut. Myrick, follow- 
ed some companies of artillery under maj. Gardiner, 
captains Tompkins, Porter and lieut. Lee, and by 
as Waire, with his mounted men, coming succes- 
sively into action, enabled our men to sustain the 
unequal conflict. 

A desperate struggle ensued, sustained with great 
animation on both sides, when the superiority of 
our fire was soon exhibited the arrival of colonel 
Pierce with the reserve of his battalion, and of col. 
Trawsdale with the ‘Tennesseeans. 

So soon as they could extricate themselves from 
the morass, rendered their superiority still more ap- 
parent, and almost silenced the fire of the enemy, 
yet the passage was not gained for all; previous at- 
tempts to turn or pass it had failed, and its practi- 
cability was unascertained, the hostile chiefs were 
distinctly heard by the friendly Indians encouraging 


. . . Ss, Ss 
their warriors, with assurances that the whites 





,umber—boldly threw themselves in the rear fol- 
owing the courageous example of their comrades 
n the front, the horsemen on the right and left, 
yuickly dismounted and charged into the wood. 

The action was maintained on all sides with 
reat animation and effect, for about forty or fifty 
minutes, when the enemy was driven at all points; 
small company of men commanded by captain 
letcher, being led off from the left flank, charged 
own and dispersed the enemy in the rear. The 
nemy in front were driven completely through the 
ammock, and pursued so long as they could be 
een or heard, after which they retired in order to 
he field, bringing off the dead and wounded; our 
oss was three killed and fifteen wounded. The 
nemy left dead on the field twenty-five, and others 
ere doubtless carried off; of their wounded we 
ould form no estimate. This was really a most 
rilliant affair. The enemy could not have been 
ss than from 600 to 700 men, at the same mo- 
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culars, the iment their fire covered our entire front and both 
men Weltfanks, while a large party openly exhibited them- 
nly practi: Mi@elves in the rear. At this point of ground in the 
lly explor- Mienter of the field, occupied by the commanding 
iver, tort M@eneral and his staff, the balls were distinctly seen 
20th neat and heard to strike and cross each other from three 
i-chief t-HBides at the same moment. The extent of the 
nessee ‘t-Mpround, and the open*order taken by our troops, 
he FlordaiiMfovether with the success of our charge, alone | 
1 1n searcl@revented the enemy from obtaining a decided ad- 
ver ~ Mantage from their position and numerical supe- 
iS marcier jority. 
on, a lar? No terms can do justice to the gallantry of the 
the line 0! MMifroups on the occasion. Wherever the enemy could 
ar a ham Mbe found, they were promptly charged upon, and 
voluntecs followed even to the very depths of their ham- 
siment U0 mocks and swamps. Thus ended the first battle of 
strong, WSERhe Wahoo Swamp. The lateness of the hour, 
, then «is Mienorance of the country, the fatigue of the men, 
nd the exhaustion of their amunition, prevented 
1e to with [ihe army from following up the advantage. 
-operty it: The next day, the 19th, the army marched to 
yhere they MMe place appointed for its junction with the right 
advancelMMivision under colonel Pierce, near Dade’s battle 
oops couli ground, a position more formidable for the renewed 
e fire fromMM@ttack meditated on the Wahoo Swamp. This junc- 
ned. TheMMBure was effected late the next day. 
emy firiag > On the 21st, the army marched in three columns 
yn a charge Minto the swamp—the Tennesseans for the right, 
y our meli he regulars with colonel Warren’s mounted men, 
recipately MMe centre under colonel Pierce; and the Creek re- 
| all ther iiment the left. On reaching the scene of conflict 
reat nul! the 18th, the enemy showed themselves ready 
during th renew the fight. The Tennesseeans and regulars 
ins. Ti@#ermed on the right and centre, and advanced steadi- 
st deep "MY towards the hammock in line of battle, and were 
the ene Mmet by a general fire from the enemy on their 
hole front. Without pausing and without firing 
nnanies (fm un, they marched into the hammock, and poured 
ples alter destructive fire on the enemy. The charge was 
off the re HR esistible, the enemy fled and scattered. 
re county[ $0 soon as the direction of their retreat was dis- 
emy wee overed, colonel Pierce, with his division and Creek 
Ndians, were ordered to pursue, and, soon after, 
nded—oneelonel Trawsdale, with his regiment, and colonel 
in which’ aren, with the Florida horsemen, were sent to 
e utmost'pport them. The greater part of the regulars 
‘our kille nd the Tennesseeans unfortunately took a trail to 
les on if’ right by which they became involved in an 
mmander Imost impassable morass, where no horse eould 
» under 4fve, and where the men were wading breast deep 
about 550%" mud and water. 


edale’s re A small body of Oreek Indians on the left led by 


would not pass it, and appearances all led to the 
same conclusions. The officer in command of the 
troops engaged, decided that the attempt should not 
be made at so late an hour of the day, with an en- 
tire ignorance of the country behind, and they ac- 
cordingly withdrew their men after carrying off the 
dead and wounded. 

In this last affair, our loss was considerable, com- 
ared with that of any previous fight; besides the 
eroic Monica, two of the Creek Indians were kill- 

ed. Capt. Ross, of the marines, commanding a 
company in the same regiment, was severely wound- 
edin the thigh. Five of the regulars were killed, 
and seven of them wounded, including capt. Mait- 


commanded by that able officer. On the other 
hand, should the enemy have dispersed and retreat- 
ed on the night of the 21st, as there is great reason 
to suppose, from the numerous small trails dicover- 
ed by our spies on the 22d, all conveying into one 
large trail, leading to the south and east, the route 
expected to be pursued by gen. Jesup, from Tampa 
bay, it is hoped may bring him in contact with the 
flying bands, in an open country, where their de- 
struction will be inevitable. 

At present, the army is engaged in reconstructing 
the stockade work and buildings, at Volusia, to 
serve as a post and deposite for the army, and it will 
be ready in a few days to receive the ample supplies 
of provisions into it from Black Creek. 

_ Gov. Call’s health is yet very feeble, but he con- 
tinues to struggle against his disease, and to sustain 
himself, in the midst of the most laborious and try- 
ing difficulties. He left Fort Drane just after his 
recovery from a dangerous fever, and soon after had 
twice toswim the Wythlacoochee, and to encamp 
in the cove without tents, and almost without fire, 
in cold rainy weather. His spirit and zeal for the 
service sustain him in a wonderful manner, amidst 
the greatest sufferings and privations, under an ex- 
treme prostration of bodily strength. 


From the Jacksonville Courier of the 1st instant. 

Nothing further has been heard of the movements 
of the army. They cannot have reached Volusia 
yet, as the steamboats, ordered there to await their 
arrival, have not returned. Should general Jesup 
have come up on the other side of the Wahoo 








land, The Tennesseeans sustained a loss of 1 killed 
and 8 wounded. 

The loss of the enemy was ascertained to be ten 
left dead on the field from which they were routed; 
their loss on the other side of the stream, cannot of 
course be certainly known, but must of necessity 
have been great, the orders of their chiefs, more- 
over, as heard by our Indians, directing the dispo- 
sition of their dead and wounded, furnish the testi- 
mony of the enemy to the same conclusion—fifty at 
least must have fallen in the conflict, 

The army having now exhausted the last day that 
could be spared in pursuit of the enemy, without 
insuring actual] starvation, was compelled to return 
to the camp, which it reached about 10 at night; it 
thence marched the next day for Volusia, where 
supplies had been previously ordered, and which it 
reached on the morning of the fifth day. Before this 
last march had been undertaken, the troops had 
been for some days on half rations, all the corn ex- 
hausted, not a grain was left for the wagon horses, 
These privations were borne by the troops with 
the utmost patience, and even cheerfulness, from 
the anxiety to protract the contest as long as possi- 
ble. The results, then, of this campaign are, that 
the strong holds of the enemy, the heart of the 
Wythlacoochee and the Wahoo, have been pene- 
trated and overthrown. Morasses, hitherto uninvaded 
by our armies, have been explored; the enemy have 
been defeated in fourseveral battles, with great loss; 
that our troops have now shown them that neither 
the swamps nor the hammocks, with a numerical 
superiority, afford them safety or defence, and that 
nothing can insure their escape but some impassa- 
ble barrier of nature; that adequate supplies of pro- 
visions, to which the country ean contribute no- 
thing, alone were wanting to enable our troops to 
destroy the enemy utterly. The army may also 
boast that in all its marches through the country, 
encumbered as it was by an immense baggage train, 
the enemy, on no occasion, dare to assail it, nor did 
he, in any instance, cut off any of its detachments 
or convoys. 

We further learn that the army is now at Volusia, 
receiving ample supplies of provisions, and that 
fresh horses are being transported to that point, to 
enable it speedily to enter upon another expedition. 
The Tennessee brigade, whose term of service will 
expire in this month, are eagerly looking forward 
to another fight with the enemy on the Wythlaeoo- 
chee, at which point it is proposed to embark them 
for their return totheir homes. Should gen, Jesup, 
of whom nothing has been heard since his arrival 
at Tampa, be in a condition to follow up our blow 
on the Wythlacoochee and Wahoo, into the very 
heart ef which eur trails will conduct him, the re- 
sult may prove decisive. 

The enemy, weakened, defeated and dispirited, 





tut. col, Brown, taking a better path followed 








cen offer no effectual resistance to the fine army 


Swamp with his regulars, they have probably been 
successful in their engagements with the enemy; 
otherwise, we fear, this attempt like all others before 
it, will end only in disgrace, 

Last Friday a party of seven men started with 
five carts to go from Black Creek to Fort Mills. 
On their way, near New river, they encountered a 
party of about 50 Indians, who suddenly fired upon 
them and wounded one man. The men fled and 
left the horses, carts and their contents in the pos- 
session of the enemy. Capt. Smith went in search 


of them next day. His success in pursuit we have 


been unable to learn, as he had not returned when 
we Jast heard from Black Creek. This attack 
proves the enemy too strong to require all their 
force to oppose the army. We hope ere long a 
force will be in the field sufficiently large to re- 
strain these desperate and predatory bands, who 
are plundering our property and taking the lives of 
our citizens who have struggled with disease and 
poverty in daily expectation of relief, 
‘GENERAL ORDER.”’ 
*‘ Head quurters, Volusia, 30th Nov. 1836, 

“The commander-in-chief regrets, that ill health, 
and the numerous duties which have claimed his at- 
tention, since the arrival of the army at this place, 
should have prevented him from returning at an 
earlier day, his grateful thanks to the whole army 
under his command, for the gallantry with which it 
has fought, and the patience and cheerfulness with 
which it has borne the fatigue and privations of the 
march, 

“The commander-in-chief reflects with pride and 
pleasure on the goad conduct of every corps, and 
while it was painful to him to be compelled to re- 
duce one half the allowance of rations, both to offi- 
cers and men, it is now his highest gratification to 
remember and record to their lasting honor, that it 
a submitted to without a murmur, throughout the 

ine. 

“In a few days you have fought your battles, and 
gained as many victories, You have won for your- 
selves honor and the gratitude of your country.— 
You alone have taught the savage that his swamp 
and his hammock can afford him no longer a shelter 
or a hiding place. 

“The commander-in-chief believes that it is no 
fault of yours that a final blow was not given to the 
enemy, and that a few days supply of rations would 
have produced this result. He still hopes and be- 
lieves that it may and will be effected by the army 
under his command, in another campaign, as short 
and brilliant as the last. 

Brigadier general Walker K. Armstead, of the 
United States army, having reported himself for du- 
ty, will forthwith assume command of the regular 
forces, the Florida militia and the regiment of Creek 
volunteers, which will form a separate brigade. 

“By order of the commanding general, 
“THOS. R NDALL, 
“Adjutant and inspector general.” 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR 
AD INTERIM. 
Department of war, December 3, 1836. 
Str: In compliance with your directions, I have 
the honor to lay before you the usual annual re, 
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rts of the several divisions of this department, 
and to submit, for your consideration, a snenmmary 
of the contents of those documents, together wit 
such additional statements and suggestions as seem- 
ed to me to be required by the present condition 
and necessities of the public service. 

I. THE ARMY. 

1. Organization and force. It appears, from the 
report of major general Macomb, and the tables an- 
nexed to it, that the regular army of the United 
States consists of 648 commissioned officers, and 
7,310 non-commissioned officers, musicians, artifi- 
cers and pone —e an ageregate of 7,958— 
organized as follows: eneral statf, 14, viz: one 
major general commanding; two brigadier generals, 
each commanding one of the two military districts 
into which the United States are divided; one ad- 
jutant general; two inspectors general; one quar- 
termaster general, and four quartermasters; and 
one commissary general of subsistence, and two 
commissaries; pay department, 18, viz: one pay- 
master general, and seventeen paymasters; medical 
department, 76, viz: one surgeon general, fifteen 
surgeons, and sixty assistant surgeons; purchasing 
department, 3, viz: one commissary general of pur- 
chases, and two military storekeepers; corps of 
engineers, 22; topographical engineers, 10; ord- 
nance department, (including 294 non-commission- 
ed officers and enlisted men): two regiments of 
dragoons, each containing ten ere a of sixty 

rivates each; four regiments of artillery, each con- 
taining nine companies of forty-two privates each; 
and seven regiments of infantry, each containing 
ten companies of forty-two privates each. 


The present actual force of the regular omy b ac- 
cording to the last general return, is 6,283; but it 
also appears from that return, that after making the 
necessary deductions for sickness and other cir- 
cumstances, the available force for service in the 
field, at the latest dates, was 4,282. The difference 
between the actual force (6,283) and the force al- 
lowed by law (7,958) is 1,675, and is occasioned 
by the fact, that only 360 recruits have yet been 
obtaleied for the new regiment of dragoons autho- 
rised by the act of the last session, and the by vacan- 


Besides the volunteers above mentioned, there 
are also employed of that description of force, 361 
in Tennessee, under the command of brigadier ge- 
neral Wool; 537 in Arkansas, under the command 
of brigadier general Arbuckle; and 58 in Alabama; 
making, when added to those serving in Florida, 
an aggregate of near 2,800. 


8. Movements during the last year, and now wn 
progress. At the date of the last annual report 
from this department, several companies had been 
placed in Florida under the command of brigadier 
pon Clinch, for the purpose of restraining any 

ostile intentions on the part of the Seminole In- 
dians, and of enforcing the execution of the treaty 
providing for their removal. It was then hoped 
that an open rupture would be prevented; and it 
was confidently believed that the eleven compa- 
nies actually in Florida, amounting to 536 officers 
and men, would be amply sufficient, with the re- 
inforcements then under orders, and with such aid 
as might be derived from the local militia and vo- 
lunteers, to put down any hostile attempt which 
might be made by the disaffected portion of the 
tribe. Both these expectations were disappointed, 
and a protracted warlare ensued which has not yet 
been terminated. 


The most important military operations growing 
out of this state of things are mentioned in the ac- 
companying report of major gen. Macomb, which 
brings down the narrative of events in Florida to 
the retirement of the forces under governor Call 
from the Wythlacoochee in October last. Authen- 
tic cag gg of that event reached the depart- 
ment on the Ist ultimo, through the medium of let- 
ters received by some of the bureaus, and of offi- 
cers direct from Florida. By the same channels of 
information, it was also ascertained that the health 
of governor Call had been so much impaired by 
sickness and fatigue, as to make it doubtful whe- 
ther he could renew the campaign with the promp- 
titude and energy demanded by the crisis. On the 
4th ultimo, no report having been received from 
that officer, and it being necessary that the depart- 
ment should act, without further delay, on the in- 
formation then in its possession, despatches were 





cies caused by expiration of service, and other 
casualties, in the other regiments. 


2. Distribution and present positions of the troops. 


sent by express to governor Call and to major ge- 
_neral Jesup, expressing to the former the surprise 
and disappointment of the president at the failure 


The eastern department, under the command of| of his movement, and calling for an explanation, 


major general Scott, includes thirty posts, from 
twenty of which the troops have been mostly with- 
drawn for service in the Creek country and in Flo- 
rida. The whole number of officers of the line and 
men, at the several stations in the eastern depart- 
ment, including absentees, is therefore now only 
1,124. Of that number, 113 are at Fort Winneba- 
go; 114 at Fort Brady; 105 at Fort Mackinae; 149 
at Fort Howard; 67 at Fort Dearborn; 122 at Fort 
Gratiot; all which posts are on the north western 
frontier, or in that vicinity; and the remainder at 
posts in the Atlantic states. 


and directing the latter to assume the command.— 
General Jesup was also instructed to establish 
posts at or near the mouth of the Wythlacoochee, 
at Fort King, and at Volusia, and, after taking the 
proper measures for securing through them the 
safety of the frontier, and for procuring sufficient 
and regular supplies, to concentrate all his dispos- 
able forces, and to proceed without delay to possess 
himself of the positions occupied by the Indians, 
and of the whole country between the Wythlacoo- 
chee and Tampa bay. Should the war thereafter 
be continued, he was then directed to take such ad- 


The western department, under the command of| vanced positions to the south of Volusia, and to the 


major general Gaines, now includes twenty posts, 
a four temporary stations. Several of these 
posts have also been evacuated, and the troops or- 
dered to Florida; so that the whole number of 
officers of the line and men now stationed at them, 
including absentees, amounts only to 2,458. Of 
that number, 233 are at Fort Snelling; 185 at Fort 
Crawford; $21 at Fort Leavenworth; 132 at Fort 
Gibson; 158 at Fort Towson; 44 at Fort Coffee; 
360 at Fort Jesup, and 124 at a station seventy 
miles from that place; 147 at Camp Sabine, and 
428 at Camp Nacogdoches; all which posts and 
stations are in the north west, or on or near the 
western frontier; 136 at Fort Mitchell, Alabama; 
and 53 at Fort Cass, Tennessee. 

The regular force serving in Florida consists of 
the four regiments of artillery, five companies ex- 


c 

infantry, one company of dragoons, and a battalion 
of 320 marines; ma ing in the aggregate about 
2,000, according to the latest returns received at 
the adjutant general’s office. After deducting the 
number reported sick, and absentees, the effici- 
ent regular force for field service in Florida will 
not exceed 1,500, 


For want of the necessary returns of the volun- 
teers serving in that quarter, the estimate of that 
auxiliary force at this time is less accurate; but, 
from the best data in the adjutant general’s office, 
it may be thus computed: Tennessee volunteers 
about 1,200; Alabama volunteers 300; Florida vo- 
Junteers 250; and Washington city volunteers 59; 
amounting in all to about 1,800, besides 730 volun- 
teer Creek Indians, who have been mustered into 
the service of the United States, and are now em- 
ployed with the army. The whole active force, 
then, regular, volunteer, and Indians, now in Flo- 
rida, is probably somewhat less than 4,000. 


wee eight companies of the fourth regiment of 


east and south of Tampa bay, as the nature of the 
country might admit, and to push from them such 
further operations as might be necessary to the 


most speedy and effectual subjugation of the 
enemy. 


No acknowledgment of the receipt of the de- 
spatches of the 4th of November has yet reached 
the department; but it is known that governor Call 
and general Jesup have both been very actively 
engaged in preparing for offensive movements; and 
the latest intelligence gives reason to hope that the 
objects of the campaign will soon be accomplished. 
But as these expectations may be disappointed, and 
as the term of service of the Tennessee volunteers, 
.| who compose a very important part of the force 
Serving in Florida, will expire on the Ist of Janua- 
ry, it has been deemed important to make provision 
for supplying their places, in part at least, from the 
regular army. With this view, the commanding 
officer of the second regiment of dragoons was di- 
rected, on the 26th ultimo, to organize the recruits 
enlisted for that corps into companies, and to hold 
them in readiness to be moved to Florida on the 
shortest notice. It is also expected that two addi- 
tional companies of artillery may be prepared for 
the like purpose, during the present month. After 
maturing these arrangements, information was re- 
ceived at the department, that general Jesup had 
recently called on the governor of Alabama for a 
battalion, and on the governor of Georgia for a re- 
giment of volunteers, to meet the contingency of a 
want of force on the discharge of the Tennessee 
brigade. This call has been approved as a proper 
precautionary measure; but it is believed that the 
other troops now in Florida will be sufficient, es- 
pecially when reinforced as above suggested, for all 
available purposes, even should the war be conti- 
nued; and that the services of the volunteers last 












called for may therefore very soon be dispeng, 
with. 
I beg leave to refer to the report of the geno, 
in-chief for a succinct account of the operations a 
dered necessary by the hostile movements oj Y 
Creek Indians. To that account, however, jt ish 
just to add, that the marine corps, at a very aj, 
ing juncture, generously volunteered their Serva 
to aid in suppressing these hostilities, and wey, .’ 
cordingly employed for that purpose. Since « 
termination of their tour of duty in the Creek ¢o, 
try, they have been moved to Florida, where thy 
now compose a most efficient portion of gep, 
Jesup’s army. 

Indications of a mischievous disposition havin 
been exhibited by the Winnebagoes and other t;),; 
in the north west, some movement of the trooy,; 
the Upper Mississippi were had in the months, 
July and August last, which produced the dei, 
effect of awing them into quietness. 

The movements of the forces under the pers 
command of major general Gaines, on the weg, 
frontiers of Louisiana and Arkansas, are sufficiey 
stated in the report of the general-in-chief. (,/ 
Gaines has recently been relieved of this comm, 
by brigadier general Arbuckle, who was instruc, 
under date of the 10th of October last, to mak. 
full report of the condition of things in that quart 
He was also particularly advised, that under the}; 
structions previously given to general Gaines, tj, 
officer was not to advance into the territory ¢lziz 
ed by Mexico, and if he should have advanced, y 
to retire, unless the Indians were actually engae, 
in hostilities against the United States, or unles 


intended, and were actually in preparation wit 
that territory. On the 11th ultimo, a communig 
tion was received from the officer in command 
Camp Nacogdoches, giving an unfavorable accoy 
of the health of the troops at that post, and staij 
that their continuance there during the win 
would make it necessary to construct barracks g 
quarters for their comfortable accommodation. 
consequence of this communication, brigadier gey 
ral Arbuckle was instructed, under date of the 1) 
ultimo, to take all necessary measures to restore 
health of the troops, and in the event of his deci 
ing to retain possession of Camp Nacogdoches, 

rovide at that place all needful accommodation 
He was also informed, that it was not in the pov 
of the department, with the limited information the 
in its possession, to give any positive order ink 
gard to the further occupation of the = T 
opinion was, however, expressed, that t ere seti 
ed to be no adequate cause for any longer mainte, 
ing a position so unhealthful and inconvenient; a 
he was instructed, in case he had not alreacy wil 
drawn the troops, to give the requisite orders it 
that purpose immediately on the receipt of | 
communication, unless he should then have in! 
possession information satisfying him, that the ma 
tenance of the post is essential to the protection 
our frontiers, and to the due execution of our te 
ty stipulations, as explained in the previous instr 
tions to general Gaines and to himself. 

In the month of June last, it became necess 
to call on the governor of Tennessee, under tlie: 
of the last session, for a volunteer force sufficiet!! 
put down any hostile attempt on the part of the 
affected Cherokees, and to insure the peaceful & 
cution of the treaty then lately conducted witht! 
tribe. The command of the troups to be raised ! 
this purpose was committed to brigadier gevé 
Wool, who immediately repaired to the Cher 
country, and is yet in command there, The io 
under him amounted, at one time, to about 2,” 
but has lately been reduced to 361—a number , 
ficent, from present appearances, to prevent aly® 
ficulty in that quarter. Much praise is due to! 
neral Wool, for the promptitude and zeal with wi 
he has devoted himself to the execution of his dul! 

The whole number of militia and volunteers ™ 
tered into the service of the United States, wh 
various movements and operations above mel! 
ed, appears, from the rolls received in the ofies 
the adjutant general, to have been abuut 24,50" 
In the case of the Tennessee volunteers must” 
by general Wool, a larger number appeared ™ 
had sm called for, but as they acted in geod fa 
and under patriotic poy and as the comme! 
ing general deemed it best to receive them, It st 
—- that provision should be made for thelr f 

egal provision will also be required for el 
settlement of many of the accounts growing 
the employment of militia and volunteers; 2? 
the satisfaction of claims which, though equi! 
cannot be allowed by the accounting officers. 

In executing the first section of the avy} 
28th of May last, “to provide for the a aie 
penses incurred and supplies furnished on accY’ 





of the militia or volunteers received into the ser’ 
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Df the U. States for the defence of Florida,” it has 





fyeen decided that this section does not authorise 
any allowanc2 for horses or other property impress- 
ed into the service of the United States, nor for any 
special damage done to individuals or their proper- 
by the troops of the United States or the enemy. 
«he of these cases ought undoubtedly to be pro- 
vided for by congress; and perhaps, under the pe- 
culiar circumstances which attended them, provi- 
gion should be made for embracing the whole. 
In addition to the movements now in progress, 
already mentioned, the troops stationed at Fort 
Dearborn, Chicago, have been ordered to proceed 
to Fort Howard, and to join the garrison at that 
ost, and 75 recruits are on their way to join the 
Fst regiment of dragoons at Fort Gibson. The 
public pr erty at Fort Dearborn will remain in 
charge of the late commandant of the post. 
4, General staff. The reports of the chiefs of the 
different staff departments exhibit a perspicuous 
yiew of their operations during the past year. 

I beg leave to call your attention to the commu- 
nication of the adjutant general, setting forth the 
Aifficulties which have been, and are yet experienc- 
ed in various branches of the public service, for want 
of additional staff officers. 

The fiscal operations of the quartermaster’s and 

subsistence departments have been unusually hea- 
vy, in consequence of the hostilities in which the 
army has been employed. It is due to these two 
jmportant arms of the service, that I should state 
hat from the time when adequate means were plac- 
ed at their disposal by congress, nothing has been 
omitted on their part to provide the necessary sup- 
plies for the troops in the field. 
The report of the acting quartermaster general 
states the progress made, or rather the inability to 
make progress, in the construction of the roads, and 
other works with which the department is charged. 
It also exposes, in a lucid and convincing manner, 
the utter insufficiency of this branch of the service, 
as now organized by law, to the execution of the 
duties eommitted to it. 

The expenditures incurred during the past year 
ju the emigration and subsistence of Indians, will 
appear in the report of the commissioner of Indian 
affairs, to whose office that business was transferred 
by aregulation made on the Ist ult. This change 
was made from a conviction that the interests of the 
service would be promoted by bringing all matters 
belonging to any one branch under the care of the 
bureau to which they properly belonged. The 
clerks and messengers allowed by law, have been 
transferred with the business. 

The complaints made in the accompanying pa- 
pers, a8 to the want of sufficient strength in the staff 
departments, appear to me to be well founceyd. 
he present system seems to have been framed 








supon the principle of concentrating the business of 


those departments at the seat of government, and of 
employing therein a very small number of officers 
commissioned in the staff; the deficiencies being 
supplied by selections from the lines. This ar- 
rangement is very well adapted toa time of pro- 
found peace, when officers can be spared from the 
line without injury to the service; when the posi- 
tions of the troops are chiefly permanent; and when 
the changes which occur, are made with so much 
deliberation as to afford ample time for preparing 
adequate means of transportation and supply; but 
when large bodies of troops, whose numbers and 
movements may be varied by unforeseen contin- 
gencies, are to be supplied in the field, and at a 
great distance from the seat of government, the sys- 
tem is worse than insufficient; it is the parent of 
expense, confusion and delay. During the time ne- 
cessarily occupied in the transmission of despatches 
to, and of instructions from, the war department, 
the state of things may be so entirely changed as to 
render the instructions inapplicable; and even if it 
lemain unaltered, the loss of time in military opera- 
ions is always a great evil, and sometimes a fatal 
one. To prevent ineonveniences of this sort, it is 
evidently necessary that staff officers of experience 
and rank should be associated with the commander; 
and to supply such associates, the staff departments 
must be enlarged. On the other hand, to make the 
line of the army truly effective, officers should not 
be taken for staff service, or other detached duties, 
in large numbers, nor for long periods, from their 
companies. And when, to relieve the weakness of 
he staff, on a pressing emergency, officers are se- 
lected from the line, the difficulty, instead of being 
remedied, is only exchanged for a new, and possi- 
bly a greater one. The embarrassments occasion- 
ed by these eauses, during the operations of the 
year, have been of constant recurrence, and of the 
Most serious character. 

,_ 5. Pay department. So far as the regular army 
18 concerned, there is nothing in the report of the 
Paymaster general demanding particular remark.— 





His suggestions, in regard to the services and re- 
sponsibilities of the paymasters who have been, or 
may be, employed in making payments to militia 
and volunteers, undoubtedly demand the attention 
of congress. In order toa clear understanding of 
this subject, it should be observed, that after the re- 
duction of the army on the conclusion of the late 
war, and until the act of July 14th, 1832, the secre- 
tary of war appears, in several instances, to have 
exercised the power of making discretionary al- 
lowances to paymasters of the army of the United 
States, for the risks and losses sustained by them in 
making payments to militia and volunteers. These 
allowances were made in the shape of commissions 
on the money paid, and were usually fixed at’ two 
and a half per cent. The only ground on which 
such a power could have been exercised, was the 
absence of any legislative provision making it a 
part of the regular duty of the army paymasters to 
make payments to militia and volunteers. But by 
the third section of the act of the 14th July, 1832, 
it was made the duty of the district paymasters of 
the army of the United States, ‘in addition to the 

ayments required to be made by them to the regu- 
ar troops, to make payment to all other troops in 
the service of the United States whenever required 
thereto by order of the president.” The discre- 
tionary power before possessed by the secretary of 
war to make an extra allowance for payments to 
the militia and volunteers, was, as I suppose, taken 
away by this provision; and it was doubtless in 
consequence of this change, that the second section 
of the act of the 2d of March, 1833, expressly pro- 
vided, ‘that the secretary of war be authcrised, at 
his discretion, out of the moneys appropriated by 
this or any former act, for the payment of the mili- 
tia ordered into the service of the United States ac- 
cording to law, during the last year, to allow and 
pay to the district paymasters of the army of the 

nited States, employed in making such payments, 
a commission on the sums respectively paid by 
them, not exceeding one per centum upon the 
amounts.” 

The act of the 14th of January, 1836, makin 
appropriations for the suppression of hostilities 
commenced by the Seminole Indians, provides “that 
the sum of one hundred and twenty thousand dol- 
lars be, and the same hereby is, appropriated, out of 
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated, to defray the expense attending the suppres- 
sion of hostilities with the Seminole Indians in 
Florida; to be expended under the direction of the 
secretary of war, conformably to the provisions of 
the act of April 5th, 1832, ‘making appropriations 
for the support of the army;’” and the same refer- 
ence is in effect mac? in the subsequent acts.— 
When the act of the 5th of April, 1832, thus refer- 
red to, was passed, the discretionary power spoken 
of above, was possessed by the secretary of war, 
and was exercised in the settlement of the paymas- 
ters’ accounts under that act, by the allowance of a 
commission of two and a half percent. In a case 
of peculiar hardship, and of just merit also, which 
occurred before the resignation of the late secreta- 
ry of war, the paymaster general, under the im- 
pression that the general reference to the act of the 
5th of April, 1832, contained in the acts of the last 
session, included authority to allow a per centage, 
recommended such an allowance to the extent of 
one per cent. The secretary of war referred the 
case to me as attorney general, and called for my 
opinion as to the power of the department to allow 
the proposed commission. My opinion was, that 
the disctetibnary power was taken away by the act 
of 1832, above quoted, and also by the act of the 
3d of March, 1835, making additional appropria- 
tions for the Delaware breakwater and other works, 
and that the intent to confer such a power was not 
sufficiently apparent in the general reference to the 
act of 1832, to authorise the allowance applied for. 
But as it would seem, from the report of the pay- 
master general, that justice requires that additional 
compensation should be allowed, I concur in re- 
commending a special provision, similar to that in- 
serted in the act of the 2d of March, 1833. 

6. Medical department. The number of cases 
treated by the officers of the medical department, 
during the year ending the 30th of September last, 
was 14,356; of which number only 139 died. This 
result may well be taken as evidence of the profes- 
sional skill of the surgeons and assistant surgeons, 
and of the care with which their duties are per- 
formed. For other matters respecting this depart- 
ment, I beg Jeave to refer to the report of the sur- 

eon general ad interim. His suggestions in regard 
2 the pay of hospital stewards, and the repairing 
and erection of hospitals at the different military 
posts, appear to me to be worthy the attention of 
congress. 

7. Purchasing department. The report of the 
commissary general of purchases exhibits the seve- 


| 





ral amounts drawn and disbursed for clothing, 
camp equipage, &c. during the present year, wit 
estimates for the like service for the year 1837. 

8. Engineers and topographical engineers. The 
reports of the chief engineer, and of the head of the 
PLP iy ea bureau, exhibit the progress made 
during the last year upon the fortifications and other’ 
works under their care. 

_The failure, during the session of 1834-5, of the 
bill containing the usual appropriations for fortifica- 
tions, occasioned a suspension of those works dur- 
ing the year 1835; and though liberal appropria- 
tions for resuming them were made at the last Ses- 
sion of congress, yet it unfortunately happened, 
that the season for active operations was too far ad- 
vanced at the time of the passing of the appropria- 
tion laws, to allow of much progress during the 

resent year. Operations have been also retarded 

y the difficulty of procuring laborers, and still 


; more by the insufficiency of the engineer depart- 


ment to furnish an adequate number of engineers 
to superintend the constructions. Several import- 
ant works, authorised at the last session have not 
even been commenced, and but little has been done 
towards the completion of those previously under- 
taken. The like remarks are applicable to the va- 
rious improvements in harbors on the seabord and 
lakes, and at the mouths and in the channels of na- 
vigable rivers. 


From the causes above stated, but a small portion 
of the sums appropriated by the present congress 
for the engineer and topographical service has yet 
been expended. The balances of those appropria- 
tions may, however, be expended without any fur- 
ther law; and measures will be taken for resuming 
operations at an early day, and with all practicable 
vigor. | 

In the last annual report of the secretary of war, 
he stated the insufficiency of the corps of engi- 
neers, and of the topographical corps, to the expe- 
ditious and economical performance of the duties 
committed to them, oak recommended their in- 
crease. His suggestions on this subject were ap- 


£ proved by you, and the attention of congress was 


invited to them in your message. The propriety of 
such a measure is greatly strengthened by the pre- 
sent condition of those branches of the service, and 
by the delays and embarrassments occasioned by a 
want of the necessary force, In connection with 
the proposed reorganization of the topographical 
corps, it may well be questioned, whether the ex- 
isting arrangement as to the civil engineers attach- 
ed to that corps, and the practice of ending the to- 
pographical engineers to the states, and to incorpo- 
rated companies, ought longer to be continued. In 
my judgment, it would be better that all the engi- 
neers in the service of the United States should be. 
long to one or other of tle organized military corps, 
And the information derived from the services of 
engineers when employed by the states, or by ecom- 
panies, though use‘ul in a mili point of view, 
does not seein to me sufficientiy important to coun- 
terbalance the inconveniences and objections inci- 
dent to the practice. 


9. Ordnance department. It appears from the 
report of the colonel of ordnance, that $857,570 45 
have been expended and accounted for during the 
first three quarters of the present year, being about 
$207,000 more than was expended in the same ser- 
vice during the corresponding quarters of the year 
1835. These moneys have been expended in the 
manufacture, repair and purchase of ordnance, ord- 
nance stores, small arms and accoutrements, and in 
building materials, the details of all which will ap- 
pear by the statements annexed to colonel Bom- 
ford’s report. 

During the year ending on the 30th of September, 
1835, the sum of $220,813 38 was expended in pro- 
curing and distributing artillery, small arms, ac- 
coutrements, &e. under the act of 1808, for armin 
and equipping the militia of the states and territo- 
ries. 

The munitions of war issued during the year 
ending on the 30th of September, 1836, have been 
very large, in consequence of the actual hostilities 
in which the army has been engaged. 

No returns of lead made at the United States lead 
mines have been delivered to the superintendent 
during the last year, and there yet,remains due to 
the United States, on account of rent-lead which 
aecrued prior to the 30th September, 1835, an ag- 

egate of 493,318 pounds. It appears that the re- 
Fisal to account for and to pay over the rent reserv- 
ed in the Peases, mentioned in the last annual 
report, has become general, the lessees denying 
the validity of the laws under which the leases 
were made, and that suits have been commenced 
against several of the delinquents, but are not yet 
determined. Colonel Bomford recommends the 
selling of the mineval lands, as the most effectual 
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mode of terminating difficulties now existing be- 
tween the government and the inhabitants, and 
of securing to the United States the value of the 
mines. 

Of the works authorised by acts passed at the | 
last session of congress, and belonging to the ord- 
nance department, all have been greatly delayed, 
and some entirely suspended, by the want of the 
necessary officers to conduct them. The interests 
of the service, as well as the just claims of con- 
tractors, whose contracts are frequently delayed 
from inability to make the proper inspections, call 
loudly for an increase of this corps. 

10. Proposed increase in rank and file of artillery 
and infantry. In compliance with the suggestion 
of general Macomb, and with my own convictions 
of duty, I beg leave to invite your attention toa 
proposal for the increase of the rank and file of the 
artillery and infantry. 

The rasp oe in several respects, of our pre- 
sent military establishment has already been notic- 
ed. Itis greatest in the general staff and the rank 
and file; those arms of the service being much less 
numerous, in “hy i than the officers retained 
in the line of the army. The object of congress in 
this arrangement evidently was, on the one hand, 
to reduce the rank and file and the general staff to 
the lowest allowable point; and, on the other, to 
retain in the line officers enough to preserve an 
amount of military knowledge and experience com- 
petent to the direction of a large effective force, 
whenever such a force might be required by special 
emergencies, or by the permanent interests of the 
country. This policy was recommended at the 
time of its adoption (1821) by the existence of 
other and more pressing claims upon the treasury, 
and by the comparatively few calls then made for 
active military operations. In both these respects 
our condition is now widely different. The ex- 
tinction of the bp pee debt, whilst it gives us the 
ability to attend to other subjects of national im- 

ortance, lays us under new obligations to do so.— 

Ne have a much larger number of fortifications and 
other posts to be garrisoned; and our Indian rela- 
tions have now reached a point which demands an 
effective military provision. 

There are thirty-two forts on the Atlantic sea- 


I refer to these documents for the details of those 


for the increase above proposed, about $850,000 
per annum. Such an addition to the heavy ex- 
penses of our present establishment should undoubt- 
edly be well weighed before it is incurred; but if 
we may judge from the experience of the last few 
years, the measure is as plainly called for on the 
score of economy as it is by other and more impres- 
sive considerations. The expenses occasioned by 
the hostile aggressions of the Sac and Fox Indians 
in 1832 amounted to more than $3,000,000; and the 
several appropriations for suppressing Indian hos- 
tilities, made by congress at the last session, and 
amounting to $5,000,000, have already been drawn 
from the treasury; and though a considerable 
amount is yet in the hands of disbursing officers, 
the whole will be required to meet expenses already 
incurred. 

If it be one of the first objects of legislation to 
guard against the evils of war, then must it be ad- 
mitted that the prevention of Indian hostilities, so 
far as human foresight} is competent to that end, 
should be the great care of the congress of the 
United States. For, whilst our exposure to such 
hostilities is imminent, the evils which attend them 
are so peculiar and unmitigated as to bring on those 
public agents who inay neglect to guard against 
them the most fearful responsibility. ‘The presence 
of an adequate military force at or near each of the 
points where the Indians are numerous, is the most 
effectual, if not the only etfectual means of security 
and defence. In my judgment such a force cannot 
be furnished by our present establishment; and as 
neither militia nor volunteers can be employed for 
permanent garrisons, the object can only be ef- 
fected by the increase of the regular army. I trust 
it will be provided for without delay. 

11. Proposed revision of the pay of certain officers. 
My attention having been called, by repeated re- 
signations and other circumstances, to the pay of 
the subordinate grades, I have looked into the sub- 
ject with some care, and the result is a decided 








bord and the Gulf of Mexicvu, each of which ought 
to be garrisoned by a force adequate at least to the 
preservation of the public property, and to the re- 
taining of some knowledge of artillery practice. — 
This will require, as I understand, an average of 
about ninety-six men to each post, or about three 
thousand in the whole. The rank and file of the 
present regular army, supposing the new regiment 
of dragoons to be filled, amounts in the total to 
seven thousand and sixteen; from which number a 
large deduction must always be made for sickness, 
arrests, occasional absence and time lost in recruit- 
ing and marching. The effective force, exclusive 
of officers, which may be relied on, under the pre- 
sent arrangement, can, therefore, scarcely ever ex- 
ceed six thousand men; a force utterly inadequate 
to the necessities of the public service, inasmuch 
as it affords, after the scanty provision for the sea- 
bord, above suggested, only about three thousand 
for the interior. 

In that part of his report which relates to Indian 
affairs, I shall have occasion to specify some of the 
weighty reasons which make it necessary that we 
should establish additional posts on our western 
borders and in the Indian country, and that each 
should be permanently garrisoned by a respectable 
force. We have now in that region sixteen posts, 
including three temporary stations, the whole of 
which are now occupied by about three thousand 
men, including a regiment of Arkansas volunteers 
recently called into’ service. All, probably, will 
agree that the present force at several of the exist- 
ing gs is inadequate, and a deliberate survey of 
all the immense field of operations, and the various 
interests involved, will, I think, lead to the conclu- 
sion that this branch of the service cannot safely be 
left, for the next five or ten years, with a force at 
any time Jess than from five to seven thousand men. 

The seabord may be provided for in the manner 
above suggested, and adequate protection may be 
given to the interior and to the Indian country, by 
augmenting the number of men in each compan 
of artillery and infantry to one hundred. This 


would increase the legal force, independently of 


commissioned officers and non-commissioned offi- 
cers of artillery and infantry, to twelve thousand 
and thirty, from which we might at all times ex- 

ect to command an available force of not more 
han about ten thousand effective men. Two plans 
for a similar increase in the rank and file of the ar- 
my were submitted to congress in the report ot the 
secretary of war of the 8th of March, 1836, and the 
accompanying communication of general Macomb, 
of the 7th of that month, both of which communi- 


y | a correspondin 


conviction that the pay of the several grades above 
that of second lieutenant. and below that of colonel, 
ought to be increased; and that a new principle of 
_periodical increase in each grade ought also to be 
introduced. 

By the law, as it now stands, there is no increase 
of the fixed pay and emoluments, except when the 
officer is promoted; and, as promotion in time of 
peace is generally very slow, officers may serve 
over ten years in a single grade, and, after a ser- 
vice of twenty or thirty years, may still rise no 
higher than a majority, or even a captaincy. On the 
other hand, it will occasionally happen that resig- 
nations, or other casulties, may produce numerous 
vacancies, within a comparatively short period, in 
particular regiments, which may lead to rapid pro- 
motions, so that a second lieutenant may, within 
three or four years after entering the service, be 
advanced to a captaincy. To remedy the inade- 
quacy of the present system, when promotion is 
slow, and to prevent its inequality, when its move- 
ment in particular regiments is rapid, it has oc- 
curred to me that it would be expedient and just 
to introduce the additional feature of increasing 
the pay after five years’ service in any one grade, 
‘agreeably to the precedents established by the act 
of 1834, in relation to surgeons and assistant sur- 
geons of the army, and by the act of 1835, regulat- 
‘ing the pay of surgeons in the navy. 

Concurrently with the introduction of this prin- 
ciple, I would also revise the scale of pay and 
emoluments, with a view to a moderate increase 
of the different grades above that of second lieu- 
tenant and under that of colonel. I think it would 
be just to allow to second lieutenants, for the first 
years from the dates of their commissions, the 
present pay and emoluments of their grade; and to 
those who have been in commission over five years, 
the present pay and emoluments of a first lieuten- 
ant; to first lieutenants for the first five years the 
present pay and emoluments of a captain; and to 
those who have been commissioned over five years, 
increase; and, in like manner, to 
provide for an increase in the pay of those captains, 
majors and lieutenant colonels, who shall have 
been in commission over five years, taking care, 
however, that the increase, by means of five years’ 
service in one grade, shall not be more than one- 
half the difference between the first pay of such 
grade and the first pay of the next grade. The 
effect of this double arrangement for increase of 
compensation would be to secure to the officer the 
certainty of an increase of pay, at periodical stages, 
corresponding to the probable increase in his wants, 








cations were laid before the senate of the United {interfere with the ancient and just practice of in. 
States iu compliance with a resolution of that body. | creasing the pay of the officer on his advanceme,; 
to a higher grade. When promotions are slow, the 
plans, and for an estimate of the expense, which, | principle is greatly needed, and then it would ay. 
according to the statement then made, would be, | ply; when they are rapid, it would not be needed 
and would not take place. : 


given by law depend on the grade of the office, 
the corps to which he belongs, and his particu}, 
position and circumstances, the attempt to stat. & 
them in this place would lead to inconvenient pro. 
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lixity; and.should you think proper to submit th — 


subject to congress, the proper information ¢,, 


be laid before the committees of that body. j; 

is, however, deserving of consideration whethe, 

the principle adopted in the act of 1835, regulating 

the pay of the navy, by which all allowances, (e,’ 

cept for travelling expenses when under orders) 

are prohibited, and a gross sum in lieu thereof 

added to the pay, may not, to some extent af least, 

be advantageously followed. The whole subjecj 

undoubtedly demands revision, especially with , 

view to retain in the departments of engineering, 

and other branches requiring scientific attainments 

of a high order, experienced and valuable officers, 

Several of that class have retired from the army 

during the year, induced, as I have reason to sup. 

pose, by the inadequacy of the existing compens. 

tion, and the great demand for their services jy 

civil life. 

12. Proposed increase of the pay of privates~ 
land bounty on re-enlistments. 1 think it highly 
expedient that the pay of privates should also be 
increased. They are now allowed, when serving 
as calvary in the regiment of dragoons, eight dd- 
lars per month; in all other cases six dollars per 
month. No bounty is given except on a second 
enlistment, which is encouraged by a gratuity of 
two months’ pay. In consequence of the great 
increase in the price of labor, it has been foun 
difficult, during the last year, to procure able 
bodied men to supply the places of those soldiers 
whose term of service had expired; and the recruit. 
ing of the second regiment of dragoons, and to fil 
up vacancies in the other regiments, goes on ver 
slowly. Isubmit whether it be not advisable to 
increase the regular pay; and as the services of ay 
experienced and disciplined soldier are far more 
valuable than those of a new recruit, I cannot doubt 
the propriety of increasing the bounty on re-enlist- 
ment. It might be granted in land at less inconve- 
nience to the government than if paid in money, 
and would probably be equally acceptable to the 
soldier. And as the service of the army, for some 
years to come, will be chiefly on our western fron- 
tiers, most of the men, when discharged in that re- 
gion, would probably find it for their interest to 
become actual settlers. The policy of the govern- 
ment, in regard to the disposition of the public 
lands, would thus be promoted; and the settlers, 
whom this arrangement would plant on the frov- 
tiers, would be found, from their military knov- 
ledge, among the most useful of their class. These 
objects might be still further promoted by giving an 
increased quantity of land onthe condition of actual 
settlement. 

13. Proposal for the employment of chaplains.— 
Some provision, as it appears to me, should be mace 
for securing to the army the services of chaplains. 
The act of April 12, 1808, required one chaplain, 
with the pay and emoluments of a major of infantry, 
to be appointed to each brigade. This provisich 
was continued in force until superceded by the act 
of the 8d of March, 1815, fixing the military peace 
establishment; and there is now no authority !0 
employing such an officer in the army at the publi 
expense, except at the military academy. - 

The constitution of the United States has wisely 

rovided that congress ‘shall make no law respect 
ing an establishment of religion, or prohibiting t" 
free exercise thereof;” but this cannot lessen the 
obligation of congress to furnish to the officers and 
men employed in the military service such oppor 
tunities of religious worship and of moral culture 
as may be compatible with the appropriate duties 
of the army. And when it is considered that even 
the common soldier resumes, sooner or later, the 
character of a citizen, how importent does it be 
come that he should be shielded as much as poss! 
ble from the pernicious influences to which a ye 
tary life is usually exposed? The enlightening a” 
tranquillizing effects of a regular attendance 0 

ublic worship, and the aid which a judicious 0 
Sivated chaplain may give, in the promotion of dis- 
cipline and subordination, ought not to be over 
looked in the organization of an army. — 

Since 1815, the services of the chaplains at the 
fixed posts have frequently been secured by volun: 
tary contributions, collected and applied, as I - 
derstand, by the council of administration. As t 


























land in the value of his services. But it would not 
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consult the wishes of the garrison, and are, in other 
respects, better qualified to make judicious selec- 
tions for services of this nature than the authorities 
at the seat of government, I recommend the pas- 
gage of a law authorising them to select and em- 
ploy chaplains from time to time, and giving to the 
persons se employed the pay and emoluments of 
such grade as congress may think proper to pre- 
scribe. To each regiment, when employed in the 
field, the like arrangement might be extended. 

14. General condition of the army, &c. The va- 
cancies in the rank and file being numerous, and 
many Officers of the line being engaged on detach- 
ed service, or absent with leave, or on furlough, the 
army, though in a high state of discipline, has not 
been found ir the fittest condition for active field 
service. And notwithstanding the successive or- 
ders which have been issued, directing officers 
to join their regiments, the deficiency in officers 
has not yet been suppked—many having resigned, 
and others being so situated, by reason of sickness, 
or other causes, as to make a suspension of the or- 
ders, in respect to them, unavoidable. These cir- 
cumstances, hewever, only enhance the merits of 
the officers and men, whether regulars, marines, 
ynilitia, or voluateers, who have encountered the 
difficulties, privations and perils of field service on 
the western frontier, and in the south. Several in- 
stances have occurred, during the war with the Se- 
minoles, in which our troops have nobly sustained 
the honer of the American name; and those who 
will dispassionately consider the events of the past 
year will find, in the services of the army, man 
strong claims on the confidence and gratitude of the 
nation. 

The general-in-chief has noticed in his report, 
and in appropriate terms, the gallantry and good 
conduct of brigadier general Clinch, who com- 
manded in Florida on the breaking out of hostilities 
in that quarter. The merits of that officer were so 
highly appreciated by this department, that his resig- 
natioa was not accepted until it had been ascertain- 
ed to have been rendered necessary by important 
private affairs. In consequence, doubtless, of pend- 
ing inquiries, gen. Macomb’s report intimates no 
opinion as to the conduct or operations of any other 

eneral officer in Florida, or in the Creek country. 

his forbearance was manifestly proper, as will be 
intimated by the department. But it is not incon- 
sistent with the rule thus adopted, to express the 
hope that it may ultimately appear that nothing has 
occurred to justify permanent estrangement be- 
tween soldiers who trod together the path of re- 
nown, nor to dim the lustre of those honorable ser- 
vices which each has rendered to his country. 

Il. MILITIA AND VOLUNTEERS. 

It has already been stated that, within the last 
year, no less than about 24,500 militia and volun- 
teers have heen mustered into the service of the 
United States. As these forces, when in actual 
service, form a part of the army of the United 
States, such particulars concerning those employed 
during the year, as seemed proper to be noticed in 
this report, have been presented under the preced- 
ing head. 

The defective organization of the militia was no- 
ticed at length in the last annual report of the se- 
cretary of war: and the outlines were suggested of 
a plan for its improvement, which received your 
sanction, and was submitted to congress in the 
opening message of the last session. No legislative 
action having been had on the subject, I deem it 
iny duty to invite to it your renewed attention. If 
any arguments, in addition to those heretofore urg- 
ed, were needed on this point, they would be found 
in the experience of the last year. Whilst the calls 
on the militia have been answered in a manner 
highly honorable to their patriotism, they have led 
to new illustrations of their deficiencies in organi- 
zation and discipline. The matter has very often 
been presented to the consideration of congress; 
and, until the constitutional power of organizing, 
arming and diselpmaiig this arm of the national de- 
fence shall have been more adequately exercised, it 
will continue to be a duty to invoke their enlighten- 
ed interposition. 

III. FORTIFICATIONS, ARSENALS, ROADS, &c. 

The present condition of our fortifications, arse- 
nals and other works of public defence, will suffi- 
ciently appear by reference to the accompanying 
documents from the engineer and ordnance depart- 
ments; and the elaborate and very able report of 
the seeretary of war of the 7th of April last, trans- 
mitted to the senate with your message of the fol- 
lowing day, contains so full a view of the measures 
proper to be taken for their completion and arma- 
ment, as to make any further observations on that 
point superfluous in this place. I would, however, 
particularly invite your attention, and also that of 
congress, to the proposal contained in that paper, 
and in the last annual report, for the establishment 








of a national foundry for cannon, and to the sugges- 
tions on the subject of depots for arms, then also 
submitted. 

The reports of the chief engineer and of the head 
of the topographical bureau must also be referred 
to for a succinct account of the present condition 
of the Cumberland and other roads, and of the har- 
bors and other improvements authorised by law. 

IV. MILITARY ACADEMY AT WEST POINT. 

The report of the board of visiters, giving the 
results of the last annual examination, is well cal- 
culated to confirm the favorable opinion so general- 
ly entertained in respect to this institution. It also 
states some facts which, it may be hoped, will re- 
move some of those misapprehensions which have 
occasionally prevailed to the prejudice of that esta- 
blishment. 

By the existing law, each cadet, on his appoint- 
ment, is required to sign articles, by which he en- 
gages to serve five years, unless sooner discharged. 


As four years of this term, by the regulations in 


force since 1819, are to be spent at the mona 
the engagement secures to the United States only 
one year’s service after graduation. It appears, 


however, from the report of the visiters, that out of 


841 graduates, the total number from the com- 


mencement of the institution, only sixty-five had 
resigned at the end of their term of enlistment.— 


The visiters also ascertained that, out of the same 
number, 403 still remained in the army; and that, 
of the others, fifteen had been killed in battle, and 
106 had otherwise died in service. These facts il- 
lustrate the value of the institution as one of the 
effective means of providing for the national de- 
fence. 

Whilst it thus appears that the public service has 
not been materially prejudiced by the early resig- 
nation of the graduates, I am yet inclined to think 
that its interests should be more effectually secur- 
ed. In my judgment, the engagement for service 
after graduation should be considerably prolonged; 
and the graduate should be made liable by law, in 


but the former is deemed most appropriate, and for 
that reason the interposition of congress is solicit- 
ed. 

Vv. INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

The report of the commissioner of Indian affairs, 
herewith laid before you, embraces a detailed ac- 
count of the operations of his office during the past 
year. 

It appears from that document that, within this 
period, more than 18,000 Indians, of whom 400 
were Seminoles, 16,900 Creeks, and the remainder 
Pottawatamies, have reached the west bank of the 
Mississippi, on their way to their new homes; and 
that arrangements have been made for the removal 
of the residue of those tribes at as early a day as 
circumstances shall allow. The mere process of 
removal has been conducted with greater expedi- 
tion, as much economy, and as littie of suffering 
and privation to the Indians as in former years; but 
the opposition made by the hostile portions of the 
Seminoles and Creeks, already noticed under a for- 
mer head, has subjected the government, in those 
cases, to the painful necessity of resorting to co- 
ercive measures, which, in respect to the Semi- 
noles, are yet continued. 

The same report also exhibits the progress made 
by the commissioners appointed in pursuance of 
the resolution of the house of representatives of the 
Ist of July, 1836, requesting the president of the 
United States “to cause measures to be taken for 
investigating certain alleged frauds in the purchase 
of the reservations of the Creek Indians, and the 
causes of their hostilities.” The investigations, 
thus directed, have necessarily suspended the action 
of the executive on many contracts for the sale of 
Creek reservations, and there are also other difficul- 
ties in respect to them which will probably require 
the intervention of congress. 

A commissioner has recently been appointed to 
certify contracts and to take proof of residence, 
under the treaty with the Choctaws of the 27th of 
September, 1830, and has probably entered on the 





case of his discharge after graduation and short of | duties assigned him. 


the prescribed term, for neglect of duty or other 


misconduct, to pay to the government an equivalent 
for the expenses incurred in his education and sup- 

ort. Such a provision would not only be just in 
itself, but seems due to other considerations. As 
there is no constitutional authority to maintain the 
institution, except as a part of the military esta- 
blishment necessary to the defence of the country, 
it should be so regulated as to contribute directly to 
that end. Such, also, seems to have been the de- 
sign of the act of 1812, in prescribing the articles 
above referred to. There was at that time no pre- 
scribed term of study; and, as the position of the 
cadet, on his entrance, was regulated by the extent 
of its attainments, he might, and, as I understand, 
usually did, complete his course in about two years. 
It was, therefore, intended by the framers of the 
act of 1812, that a term of army service should be 
secured, equivalent, in some measure, to the ex- 
pense incurred by the government. I recommend 
the reassertion of this principle in a new enactment, 


adopted to the changes since made in the term of 


study. 

The board of visiters having submitted various 
propositions for the enlargement of the public build- 
ings, and of the courses of instruction, I have 
deemed it due to the subject as well as to the high 
character of the board, to present their suggestions 
to your consideration and to that of congress.— 
They are accordingly embraced in the estimates 
made by the chief engineer, with a single excep- 
tion, which could not be submitted in that form. 
The recommendation thus excepted relates to the 
duties of the chaplain. 
the act of the 14th of April, 1818, it is provided 
that there shall be one chaplain stationed at the mi- 
litary academy at West Point, who shall also be 
professor of geography, history and ethics. To as- 
sist the chaplain in the duties of his professorship, 
an officer of the army has been associated with 
him, and the two instruct in the branches above 
named, and also in grammar and rhetoric, and in 
the elements of political science, including the law 
of nations and the constitutional law of the United 
States. It has been found physically impossible 
for the chaplain to give adequate attention to his 
clerical duties, and, with the aid of one assistant, to 
instruct in a suitable manner in the various studies 
above named. The consequence is, that the reli- 
gious instruction of the cadets receives less atten- 
tion than is commensurate with its importance, 
and with the probable intent of the act of congress. 
The visiters, therefore, recommend, and the sug- 
gestion strikes me as important, either that the 


functions of the chaplain be separated from those of 


the professor, or that another assistant be provided 
to aid him in the professorship. The latter mode 
of relief may be extended by executive regulation; 


The provisions of the treaties of 1832 and 1834 


By the second section of 








with the Chickasaws, which are to be carried into 
effect before their removal, have been nearly com- 
peerens and an arrangement, it is hoped, will soon 

e concluded between them and the Choctaws 
west of the Mississippi for a portion of the territory 
assigned to the latter. 

Measures have been taken for fulfilling the en- 
gagements of the United States contained in the 
treaties with the Chippewas and Ottawas, the 
Swan-creek and Black-river bands of the Chippe- 
was, and the Wyandots, ratified at the last session 
of the senate; and, so far as allowed by the short 
time which has since elapsed, those engagements 
have been faithfully executed. 

Immediately after the ratification of the treaty 
with the Cherokees east of the Mississippi, the imi- 
tiatory measures for carrying it into effect were 
taken by the department; and though much retard- 
ed by various unforeseen occurrences, they, are 
now going on with all the despatch of which the 
case is susceptible. The military movements 
deemed necessary to the maintenance of peace, 
and to the enforcement of the treaty, have already 
been noticed. Efforts have recently been made by 
Mr. John Ross, and by those of his people of whom 
he is understood to be the leader, to excite opposi- 
tion to the treaty, and to prevent its execution; but 
it is believed that the steps taken by the govern- 
ment will be sufficient to counteract those efforts. 
The more intelligent part of the Cherokees are 
well satisfied with the treaty, and the prompt and 
faithful execution, on our part, of its very liberal 
provisions, will doubtless secure the good-will of 
the great mass of the nation, and issue in their 
peaceful establishment with their brethren in the 
west. 

Treaties have been made with the Indians who 
have emigrated from New York to Green Bay, for 
lands on both sides of Fox river; and with four 
bands of Pottawatamies residing in the state of In- 
diana, for the extinguishment of their title to the 
sections of Jand reserved for them in the treaties of 
October, 1832. Negotiations have also been com- 
menced with the Indians of New York, for the ex- 
tinguishment of their title to lands in that state, and 
for their removal to the west of the Mississippi.— 
With a view to the extinguishment of the Indian 
title to the country between the state of Missouri 
and the Missouri river, negotiations were opened 
with the tribes interested therein for the relinquish- 
ment of their rights; and treaties to that effect have 
already been concluded with the Ioways and Saes 
of Missouri, Omahas, Yancton and Santie Sioux, 
and Ottoes and Missourias. Measures have also 
been taken for opening negotiations with the unit- 
ed nation of Ottawas, Chippewas and Pottawata- 
mies, for an exchange of the lands north of the 
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Missourias river, signed to them by the treaty of 
Chicago of 1833, for lands south of that river; and 
with the Miamies, for a cession of their lands in 
Indiana. 

The commissioner points out several defects in 
the laws relative to Indian affairs, and, for the pur- 
pose of remedying those defects, submits various 
propositions, to which I beg leave to call your at- 
tention, as worthy of being presented to the con- 
sideration of congress. He also recommends the 
removal of the seat of the superintendency of In- 
dian affairs from St. Louis, where it is now fixed 
by law, to Fort Leavenworth, or some other point 
on the Missouri river; and the substitution of full 
agencies for the present sub-agencies of the Creeks, 
Cherokees and Osages, as measures rendered neces- 
sary by the onerous nature of the duties now pres- 
sing on the incumbents of those offices, and by the 
great accessions recently made, and hereafter to be 
made, to the tribes west of the Mississippi. 

From the facts stated by the commissioner, it 
would seem that the proviso to the act of the 3d 
of March, 1835, making appropriations for the 
Delaware breakwater, &c. operates harshly on the 
military officers in the Indian department. I con- 
cur in the propriety of asking from congress, as an 
act of justice to those officers, the allowance of a 
commission on disbursements, as recommended by 
the commissioner. 

Connected with the general subject of our Indian 
relations are two measures, proposed by the com- 
missioner, which I deem of great moment. The 
are, the organization of an efficient system for the 
protection and government of the Indian country 
west of the Mississippi, and the establishment of 
military posts for the protection of that country and 
of our own frontiers, in addition to those now au- 
thorised by law. 

These measures are due to the numerous tribes 
whom we have planted in this extensive territory, 
and to the pledges and encouragements by which 
they were induced to consent to a change of resi- 
dence. We may now be said to have consummated 
the policy of emigration, and to have entered on an 
era full of interest to both parties. It involves the 
last hopes of humanity in respect to the Indian 
tribes; and though, to the United States, its issues 
cannot be equally momentous, they yet deeply con- 
cern our prosperity and honor. It therefore be- 
hooves us, at this juncture, seriously to examine 
the relations which exist between the United States 
and the inhabitant of the Indian country, to look 
into the duties which devolve on us, and to mature 
a system of measures for their just and constant 
execution. 

In almost every treaty providing for the emigra- 
tion of an Indian tribe, the impossibility of ete 
ing it from extinction, if left within the limits of 
any of the states, or organized territories of the U. 
States, and thus exposed to the advances of the 
white population, is expressly recognized. The 
advantages which the tribe will derive from its es- 
tablishment in a territory to be exclusively occupi- 
ed by red men, under the solemn guaranties and the 

aternal care of the United States, are uniformly 

insisted on. In the treaty with the Choctaws of 
the 27th of September, 1830, the wish of the tribes 
to be allowed the privilege of a delegate in the house 
of representatives of the United States is expressly 
mentioned; and, though not acceded to by the com- 
missioners of the United States, yet they insert it 
in the treaty, ‘that congress may consider of and 
decide the application.” 

In the late treaty with the Cherokees east of the 
Mississippi, it is expressly stipulated <‘that they 
shall be entitled to a delegate in the house of repre- 
sentatives, whenever congress shall make provision 
for the same.” It is not to be doubted that the 
hopes thus held out to these tribes had an import- 
ant influence in determining them to consent to emi- 
grate to «heir new homes in the west. 

Although some of the Indians have made consi- 
derable advances in civilization, they all need the 
guardianship of the United States. To leave them 
to the barbarism of their own institutions, with the 
inadequate assistance of an agent, and the slight 
contra: of the general superintendent, would be im- 
prudent as it regards ourselves, and unjust towards 
them. Under such a system, hostilities will fre- 
quently break out between the different tribes, and 
sometimes between them and the inhabitants of our 
frontiers, attended, in both cases, by the usual con- 
sequences of savage warfare. To fulfil in their 
true spirit the engagements into which we have 
entered, we must institute a comprehensive system 
of guardianship, adapted to the circumstances and 
wants of the people, and calculated to lead them, | 
gradually and safely, to the exercise of self-govern- | 
ment.” And, at as early a day as circumstances will 





allow, the expectations authorised by the passage 
above quoted from the treaties with the Choctaws, 


and Cherokees should be fulfilled. Indeed, from 
the facts stated by the commissioner, it is scarcely 
to be doubted that the Choctaws are already ina 
condition to justify the measure. The daily pre- 
sence of a native delegate on the floor of the house 
of representatives of the United States, presenting, 
as occasion may require, to that di nified assembly, 
the interests of his people, would, more than any 
other single act, attest to the world and to the Indian 
tribes the sincerity of our endeavors for their pre- 
servation and happiness. In the successful issue of 
these endeavors we shall find a more precious and 
durable accession to the glory of our country, than 
by any triumph we can achieve in arts or in arms. 

The duty of planting a line of posts near the bor- 
ders of the Indian country, and of opening along 
it a free communication for the passage of troops, 
has already been recognized by the present congress, 
by the act of the 2d of July, 1836, “to provide for 
the better protection of the western frontier.” This 
law authorises the president to cause to be opened 
a military road from some point upon the right bank 
of the Mississippi river, between the mouth of the 
St. Peter’s nd the mouth of the Des Moines, to 
Red river; and it contemplates the establishment 
of “military posts” at such places along said 
road as the president may think proper, “for the 
protection of the frontier, and for the preservation 
of the necessary communication.” But this line of 
posts, though it will probably be sufficient, if well 
garrisoned, to protect our own frontier, will not be 
all that caution and good faith will require. To ex- 
ercise the necessary supervision over the emigrated 
Indians, to preserve peace among the different tribes, 
and to protect them from their savage neighbors, we 
must also establish posts at convenient positions in 
the interior of their country. 

The establishment and maintenance of these va- 
rious posts is due to the nme, (hee tribes, for other 
reasons. By the most sacred pledges, the territory 
in which we have planted them is to be perpetually 
theirs; the white man, with certain specified excep- 
tions, is not to reside among them. The pledges 
have been given in the utmost sincerity, and the 
American people cannot but desire that they should 
be honora’s!y redeemed. Without a strong military 
force—a force adequate to repress the encroach- 
ments of the civilized and more powerful race, how 
can we hope for their fulfilment? In the history of 
the Indian tribes, from the Atlantic to the Missis- 
sippi, and, indeed, in the history of barbarians in 
every quarter of the globe, when pressed upon by 
a civilized population, we may read the issue of 
these pledges, unless we take early and efficient 
measures for their fulfilment. The measures must 
be such as will arrest the causes which, in all other 
cases, have ended in the extinction of the weaker 
race. The operation of those causes cannot be 
controlled by parchment guaranties, or mere moral 
considerations; to resist and counteract them, a phy- 
sical force must be employed, sufficiently powerful 
and vigilant to keep them constantly in check. To 
my view, nothing is clearer than the ultimate failure 
of the great experiment we have commenced with 
the emigrated Indians, unless we secure to them, 
by military protection, the place and the time for the 
fair trial of that experiment. If we leave them un- 
protected, they will fade away as other tribes have 
faded; and the process, as in their cases, will be di- 
versified by the same sanguinary events. The only 
difference will be, that, as the Indians on our wes- 
tern frontiers are concentrated in greater force than 
has ever before been known in the history of the 
race, their inroads, if not more frequent, will pro- 
bably be more terrible and disastrous than any 
which have yet occurred. 

When it is considered that the emigration of the 


present year includes great numbers recently en- | P 


gaged in open hostilities, and that, besides these, 
there are probably many others who cherish un- 
friendly feelings, though never manifested in overt 
acts, is it unreasonable to suppose they will seize 
the first favorable opportunity to gratify the strong- 
est of savage passions, and to re-enact the scenes 
which have been so recently exhibited in the south? 
From them, and from the events yet passing before 
us, we may learn how much of individual suffer- 
ing and of national calamity may be occasioned by 
even a small Indian force, organized by stealth, and 
acting with characteristic quickness and ferocity. 
If those events shall only teach us to provide, by 
wise forecast, against the repetition of similar dis- 
asters, they will not have been without their use. 
It is to guard against the recurrence of any such 
event, as well as to fulfil our plighted faith to the 
tribes now settled in the west, that I have felt 
it my duty to enforce, at such length, the views 
presented by the commissioner. 
Vi. PENSIONS, &c. 

The sums paid to pension egents for disburse- 

ments during the current year amount to two mil- 








lion six hundred and ninety-nine thousand, foyy 
hundred and thirty dollars and sixty-six cents, yjz- 
For paying invalid pensioners $276,450 00 
For paying revolutionary pensioners, 

under the act of March, 18th, 1818 675,112 66 
For paying pensioners, under the act 

of June 7th, 1832, including pay- 

ments made in one hundred and thir- 

ty-five cases, allowed under the act 

of J uly 4th, 1836 1,563,376 00 
For paying pensioners, under the act 

of May 15th, 1828 
For paying claims, under the act of 

July 5th, 1832, granting half-pay to 

the officers of the Virginiastate troops 47,172 00 


137,320 00 





$2,699,430 66 





The particulars of which will appear by the re- 
port of the commissioner of pensions and the ac- 
companying tables. 

Under the act of the 4th of July last, granting 
mre to widows and orphans in certain cases, 
four hundred and thirty-six claims have been pre- 
sented, of which one hundred and thirty-five have 
been admitted, and twenty-two rejected. The re- 
mainder have not yet received official decision. — 
The payments already made under this act have 
been from the standing appropriation made by the 
act of June 7th, 1832; but it would seem to be more 
appropriate that they should be specially provided 
for, and an estimate for that purpose will according. 
ly be submitted. 

It is observed by general Macomb, and also by 
the commissioner of pensions, in their reports, that 
the existing pension Jaws do not extend to the wi- 
dows and orphans of officers and soldiers of the re- 
ova army all the benefits now enjoyed by fhe wi- 

ows of officers and soldiers in other branches of 
the service. This arises from the circumstance 
that the first section of the act of the 4th of July 
last is expressly confined to the widows and orphans 
of persons who served as militia or volunteers. | 
concur in the suggestion that this difference ought 
to be removed. "Phe third section of this law has 
been construed to apply to those widows only whose 
husbands died before its passage. As this construc- 
tion, though demanded by the words employed, 
makes a distinction_in the operation of the law 
which may not have sen designed, it is perhaps 
worthy of being submitted to the attention of con- 
gress, 

It appears from the accompanying report of the 
operations of the bounty land office, that eight 
hundred and seventy-six claims for services render- 
ed in the revolutionary war, and six hundred and 
ninety-two for services rendered during the last 
war, were presented during the year ending the 30th 
of September last; and that of the former, forty, and 
of the latter and similar claims previously present- 
ed and suspended, one hundred and twenty-eight 
were allowed. 


VII. FISCAL CONCERNS OF THE DEPARTMENT. 


To exibit, at one view, a summary of the various 
fiscal operations of this department during the year 
1836, I have caused to be prepared the tabular 
statement, marked A, hereunto annexed, to which 
I beg leave respectfully to refer. 


It appears from that document, that, on the Ist 
day of January, 1836, the various sums then under 
the control of the department, as unexpended ba- 
lances of former appropriations, or by virtue of the 
standing appropriations made by the revolutionary 
pension and claims acts of May 15, 1828, June 7, 
1832, and July 5, 1832, and the acts of April 28, 
1808, and April 29, 1816, for arming and equip- 
ing the militia, amounted, in the aggregate, to 
$5,675,746 12. 

The estimates made by this department for the 
service of 1836, and transmitted to the secretary of 
the treasury, and by him laid before congress at the 
commencement of the last session, amounted to 
$8,393,282 49; making, when added to the above 
sum of $5,675,746 12, an aggregate of $14,069,025 
61, which was all then supposed by the department 
to be required for the service of 1886, on account 
of the objects then authorised bylaw. But, in con- 
sequence of the military operations which becam® 
necessary during the session, the conclusion of the 
treaty with the Cherokees and other Indian tribes, 
and the various increased or new expenditures di- 
rected by congress, there was appropriated at the 
last session, for the service of this department, an 


ageregate of $23,242,931 28; being an excess of 


appropriations over the estimates of $14,849,048 79; 
and making, when added to the unexpended ba- 
lances and standing appropriations «bove mention- 
ed, the sum of $28,918,077 40, applicable to the 
service of 1836, and liable to be drawn out of the 
treasury during the year, if needed, for disburse- 
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ment; although it was doubtless known, when the 

appropriations were made, that in many Cases only 

‘portions thereof would be so needed during the 
ear. 

During the first three quarters of the year 1836, 
there was drawn from the treasury, and placed in 
the hands of disbursing officers, the aggregate 
amount of $13,514,456 27; the expenditure of 
which, so far as the accounts have been rendered 
and settled, will appear by the reports of the several 
bureaus and of the accounting officers, hereunto an- 
nexed. 

It is estimated that the expenditures which will 
be made during the fourth quarter of 1836 will 
amount to $6,807,626 92. In this sum is includ- 
ed all that remained, at the end of the third quar- 
ter, of the different appropriations, amounting to 
$5,000,000, made during the last session for the 
suppression or prevention of Indian hostilities. In- 
deed, those appropriations have already been ex- 
pended, or drawn from the treasury and placed in 
the hands of disbursing officers for expenditure. 

Should the expenditures of the fourth quarter of 
1836 conform to the preceding estimate, the expen- 
ditures of the year will have amounted to $20,322,083 
19; and the unexpended balance which will remain 
in the treasury on the 31st day of December, 1836, 
applicable to the service of 1837, will be $8,595,994 
21; but under the standing appropriations for pen- 
sions, &c. and for arming the militia, above men- 
tioned, there will also be under the control of the 
department, for the year 1837, so much as may be 
required for those objects. 

The aggregate of the estimates made by this de- 
partment, for the service of the year 1837, and 
transmitted to the secretary of the treasury, to be 
included in his general estimate to be laid before 
congress, 18 $10,758,431 33; which, if confirmed 
by the requisite appropriations, will make, when 
added to the balance of $8,595,994 21, estimated 
to remain in the treasury on the 31st day of Decem- 
ber, 1836, an aggregate of $19,354,425 54, applica- 
ble to the service of 1837; besides the amount which 
may be required from the standing appropriations 
above mentioned. 

The various bureaus and offices of the department 
to which the sums making the abovementioned ag- 
gregates are respectively referable, will appear by 
the table annexed, marked A; and the details of 
each aggregate, except those of the estimates, will 
appear in the documents from those bureaus and 
from the accounting offices accompanying this re- 
port. The details of the estimates for 1837 are in- 
cluded in the statement transmitted to the secretary 
of the treasury as above mentioned. 

The estimates for the year 1837 include only 
those objects which are authorised by existing laws. 
The estimates for the engineer office, the topogra- 
= bureau and the ordnance department, em- 

race, in accordance with the usual course of legis- 
lation, various amounts, which, when added to the 
present unexpended balances, will constitute, in the 
case of each of those bureaus, an aggregate amount 
much v6 gm in all probability, than can be actually 
expended in the year 1837. 

On the other hand, the estimates above mention- 
ed include nothing for the suppression of Indian 
hostilities, nor for new works, or any other objects 
not already authorised by law. 

A further appropriation is immediately needed 
for the suppression and prevention of Indian hos- 
tilities, including the maintenance of the volunteers 
on the south western frontier. The subject does 
not admit of specific estimates; but there is danger 
that at least $1,000,000 will be required for this 
purpose. 

In concluding, I desire to express my obligations 
to the experienced and able heads of the several 
branches of the department, for the aid they have 
given me in the preparation of this report. Having 
very recently undertaken the temporary care of the 
department, and many of its affairs being very fo- 
reign to my ordinary studies and pursuits, I have 
had, in this matter, as well as in others, constant oc- 
casion for their assistance. They cannot be held 
responsible for all the suggestions contained in this 
paper; but from me, at least, are justly entitled to 
this tribute. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with high respect, 
your obedient servant, B. F. BUTLER, 

Secretary of war ad interim. 

To the president of the United States. 





POSTMASTER GENERAL’S REPORT. 
Post office department, Dec. 5, 1836. 
To the president of the United States: 

Str: In his report of last year, the undersigned 
stated the post roads of the United States to be 
about 112,774 miles in extent, and the annual trans- 
portation of the mails upon them equal to about 
25,869,486 miles. 





On the first July last, the post roads were about 
118,264 miles In extent, and the annual transporta- 
tion of the mails was at the rate of 27,578,620 miles, 
viz: 


On horses and in sulkies 8,291,504 
In stages 17,408,820 
In steamboats and rail road cars 1,878,296 


Within the quarter ending 30th September last, 
improvements were ordered on old mail routes, in- 
creasing the rate of annual transportation 375,824 
miles, 306,592 miles of which wag in stages. Of 
the routes established at the last session of congress, 
912 miles have been put under contract, adding 
140,000 miles of seins htamppatetiani: 


An express mail has been started within the last 
month, from Philadelphia to Mobile, a distance of 
1,230 miles, adding to the rate of annual transporta- 
tions 895,440 miles. The rate of annual transporta- 
tion at this time is little short of 29,000,000 miles. 


Of the new routes, 30,557 miles remain to be put 
in operation, which will add to the annual service 
3,487,788 miles. 

The accompanying report of the first assistant 
postmaster general, marked 1, will give this infor- 
mation more in detail. 

The number of post offices in the United States 
on the Ist July, 1835, was 10,770; and on the ist 
July, 1836, it was 11,091; and on the Ist instant, 
11,100. 

During the year ending the 30th June last, 666 
post offices were established, 345 discontinued, and 
there were 1,844 changes of postmasters. 


The number of post offices will be greatly in- 
creased in the coming year, in consequence of the 
great extension of mail routes. 

The accruing revenue of the department for the 
year ending the 30th of June last, according to state- 
ments from the auditor’s office was as follows, viz: 
From letter postages $3,010,249 43 

newspaper and pamphlets $76,217 13 
fines 3,054 63 
Estimated for deficient returns 8,934 00 





Total $3,398,455 19 
The engagements and liabilities of the depart- 
ment for the same year, were as follows, viz: 
For transportation of the mails, 
compensation of postmasters 
ship, steamboat and way letters 


812,802 67 
26,470 76 


wrapping paper 15,013 82 
ethas fareivere 8,508 35 
advertising 22,596 43 
mail bags 24,837 44 
blanks 27,029 06 
mail locks and keys, and stamps 5,877 07 
mail depredations, and special 
agents 5,113 12 
clerks for offices 122,933 35 
miscellaneous $1,389 93 
Estimated for claims not presented 20,000 00 





Total $2,755,623 76 





Excess of revenue over engagements 
and liabilities $642,831 43 
In the report of last year the excess was estimat- 
ed at $476,227 00; but the revenue was $105,763 
19 more than the estimate, and the expenditure 
$60,841 24 less, which accounts for the difference. 


The revenue of the last exceeds that of the pre- 
ceding year $404,878 53, equal to thirteen anda 
half per cent. increase. 


The general condition of the department on the 
Ist of July last, is shown by statements from the 
auditor’s office to have been as follows, viz: 

Due to the department pri- 

or Ist July, 1835 
Deduct for bad and doubt- 

ful debts 


$602,482 40 
131,327 36 





$471,155 04 

Due to the department for the year end- 
ing 30th June, 1836 

Cash in bank, Ist July, 1836 

Due from the treasury for extra clerk 
hire 

Estimated for deficient returns 


590,111 51 
192,005 46 


22,419 81 
8,934 00 





Total available means 
Due from the department 
accruing priorto Ist Ju- 
ly, 1835 
Accruing within the year 


$1,284,625 82 


$76,542 93 


ending 30th June last 546,240 88 
Estimate of claims not pre- 
sented, say 


20,000 00 
—$642,783 81 








Balance in favor of department $641,842 01 
The suspended claims, a part of which has been 
paid, are not included in these statements. 


$1,638,051 76 | P 


Of the old debts, there was paid out of the reve- 
nue of the year ending 30th i une last, the sum of 
$466,376. 

As anticipated in the last report, the bank debt 
was paid off in April last. The cash in bank has 
since rapidly accumulated, and on the Ist Novem- 
ber last was $550,000. Deducting all outstanding 
warrants, it was $503,721 11. The sum of $83,278 
has been paid to Messrs. Stockton & Stokes on the 
award of the solicitor of the treasury, but notwith- 
standing this payment, and a great extension of 
mail service, it is estimated that the cash in bank 
will exceed $600,000 before the first day of May 
next. 


The accounts of postmasters are rendered, and 
the quarterly balances paid by thean, with admira- 
ble promptitude. There are 1,010 post offices, 
yielding about $382,000, after deducting the com- 
pensation of postmasters and other charges paid b 
them, which deposite their net income in bank 
weekly or monthly during each quarter, or with- 
in fifteen days after its close. There are 9,388 
offices, yielding a net revenue of about $222,000 
quarterly, which are directed to pay their proceeds 
to contractors immediately after the close of each 
quarter. The number of offices directed to retain 
their funds until drawn upon, is yielding about 
$8,600 quarterly. ‘The balance of the officers are 
special, and pay directly those who carry the mails to 
them for the proceeds, except a few new offices, 
and others, which are not yet arranged under either 
denomination. From an examination of actual re- 
sults, the undersigned is warranted in saying that 
more than ninety-five per cent. of the revenue of this 
department is collected within thirty days after the 
close of the quarters in which it accrues, without 
any expense therefor whatsoever. 


By an examination of a portion of the quarterly 
accounts, it appears that the increase of revenue 
for the quarter ending thirtieth September last, 
over the corresponding quarter of the last year, 
was about sixteen per cent. The ratio will proba- 
bly be as large during the whole year, especially as 
the improvements, the express mail, and the new 
routes, will produce a considerable augmentation. 
For safety, however, it may be estimated at fifteen 
er cent. yielding a revenue for the year ending 
30th June, 1837, amounting to $3,908,222. 


During the year ending the 30th June, 1838, the 
new routes and other improvements in the mail 
service will doubtless produce a decided effect on 
the income of the department, and it may be rea- 
sonably anticipated that there will be an advance 
of at least fifteen per cent. over that of the current 
year. If this anticipation be realized, the revenue 
of that year, at the present rate of postage, will be 
about $4,494,000 exceeding the estimated current 
rate of expenditure at its commencement about 
$688,000 And it is expected that the department 
will have a surplus of cash in bank before the Ist of 
August next, exceeding $700,000 


In view of these facts and estimates, the under- 
signed does not hesitate to recommend a revision 
of the present rates of postage, to take effect on the 
Ist July next, with a view to a reduction of about 
“twenty per cent.” To this end he suggests the 
following scale of letter postage in lieu of the pre- 
sent, viz: 


75 miles and under 5 cents. 
150 miles and over 75 . P , - 
800 miles and over 150 . , ; » 
600 miles and over 300 . F ; =e 
Over 600 miles. ‘ 25 


No better plan than th ger suggests itself in 
relation to charges of double, treble and quadruple 
postage, and postage by weight. 

From its simplicity, this scale will be easily re- 
membered. It proposes to introduce the federal 
currency, renders copper coins unnecessary in mak- 
ing change, and saves the loss to the people arising 
from fractions. It will reduce the labor now re- 
quired to making up and examining postmasters’ 
accounts, about one fourth. 


If the proposed scale of letter postages shall be 
adopted, it will be necessary to raise the lowest 
rate of commissions to enable the postmasters at 
the large offices to carry on their business. The pro- 
priety of engin | gold coins sent by mail on the 
sane footing as bank notes, is suggested. 

Great changes have taken place in the newspa- 
per business of the country since the present rates 
of postage were.established. Newspapers have not 
only increased in number, but many of them have 
grown to an inordinate size. Postage, however, is 
the same, whether the newspaper be great or small. 
If not carried over 100 miles and out of the state 
where printed, it is 1 cent; if out of the state and 
over 100 miles 14 cents. 

The policy of reducing the rates of postage on 
newspapers generally is doubted. They constitute, 
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in weight, probably two-thirds of the mails, are in 
many parts of the country difficult of transporta- 
tion, and produce numberless failures. These con- 
siderations would be of no moment if it were real- 
ly necessary that large quantities of newspapers 
should be transported from one end of the union to 
the other, as means of instructing and enlightening 
the public mind, but that office can be as well per- 
formed by the local presses us by newspapers from 
adistance. To reduce the postage on newspapers 
below the actual cost of carrying them, would be 
to tax the correspondence of the country generally 
for the benefit of the large r_ establish- 
ments in the principal cities, to the injury of all 
the distant and country presses. Such a measure 
is not believed to be consistent with sound princi- 
ple or good policy. It is not sound principle to tax 
the business of one portion of the people for the 
benefit of another portion; it is not good policy to 
aid the large city establishments in monopolizing 
the newspaper circulation, to the exclusion of the 
local and country presses. But there is justice and 
good policy in graduating the postage on newspa- 
pers according to the size and weight of the matter 
to be conveyed. The following scale of newspaper 
postages is therefore suggested in lieu of the pre- 
sent, viz: 





Rates of postage. 





Size of newpapers.| Carried not over| Carried over 200 
200 miles, nor| miles and out of 
out of the state.) the state. 





Cont’g 550 sq. in- 








ches or under, 4 cent. 1 cent. 
920 sq. inches, and 

over 550, 1 14 
Over 920 sq. in- 

ches 14 2 


If these rates were reduced one half, it would 
not materially diminish the means of the depart- 
ment, provided the entire newspaper postage were 
paid in advance. So great an innovation would 
probably be expedient; but where editors will pay 
in advance the postage of their whole impression 
sent by mail, the postmaster general might be safe- 
ly authorised to accept one half of the foregoing 
rates. 

Single newspapers are now extensively used, 
through various devices and conventional signs, to 
answer the purpose of letters, and evade the pay- 
ment of postage. It would check this abuse if they 
were in all cases subjected to double postage; to be 
paid in advance. i 

The rates of postage on periodical pamphlets 
may be advantageously regulated upon the same 
principles as those suggested for newspapers, and 
reduced to the lowest rate which will pay for their 
transportation. If a preference be given to any 
thing, it should be to works on agriculture, science 
and the mechanic arts; but the principle is believ- 
ed to be a good one in relation to the mails, that 
every thing shall pay its own way. 

Fugitive pamphlets may with propriety be sub- 
jected to double postage, always paid in advance. 

The proposed revision of postages, if taken as a 
whole, would reduce the income of the department 
from two to three hundred thousand dollars below 
its estimated expenditures; but the surplus on hand 
will sustain it until the regular increase of revenue 
will cover the difference. 

The franking privilege has been so far extended, 
and is by many so unscrupulously used, as to con- 
stitute an abuse which requires correction. Some 
who possess it do not hesitate to cover the corres- 
pondence of their friends and neighbors with their 
franks, in direct contravention of the law. A wil- 
ful violation by postmasters, when made known to 
the department, is punished by instant removal 
from office; but public officers of higher dignity, 
though more criminal, cannot be reached by the 
same authority. Violations of law in this respect, 
by those who. are under pre-eminent obligation to 
set examples of obedience to its precepts, are be- 
lieved to be diminishing, and there is ground to 
hope that they will soon measurably cease. 

An amendment of the law is necessary in refer- 
ence to the mode of making contracts with rail 
road companies. The law prescribing the manner 
of making mail contracts generally, presupposes the 
existence of competition in bidding, and is adapted 
to the existing state of things on old routes where 
the mails are carried on horseback or in stages.— 
But the reason of the law is not applicable to most 
cases where rail road service is required, because 
there is no competition. To advertise for service 
on such lines is a mockery. é Either the department | 
must give what the companies choose to demand, 


me 


accept the lowest offer, however enormous. It is 
desirable that this power shall be limited by law, 
prescribing some fixed basis upon which all such 
contracts shall be made. None present itself so 
equitable as the weight of the mails to be convey- 
ed. An act fixing a reasonable rate per pound for 
carrying the mails a given distance, would operate 
as arestriction upon the power of the postmaster 
general; whilst it would undoubtedly facilitate the 
making arrangements with the rail road companies. 
At present, the views of the department and those 
of most of the companies differ so widely as to the 
amount which ought to be paid, as to render hope- 
less any present prospect of an adjustment. 

If the price were limited by law, the companies 
would expect no more, and the department would 
not refuse to pay it. To secure the advantages of 
competition where it exists, the practice of advertis- 
ing might be continued, and the contraets assign- 
ed, as in other cases, to the lowest bidder. A few 
of the rail road companies have exhibited a dispost- 
tion to carry the mails at prices deemed reasonable. 
The most important of these is the Camden and 
Amboy company. The managers of that road, justly 
considering their interests as best secured by ac- 
commodating the public and the government on 
liberal terms, have undertaken to convey the mails 
in a manner, and at a price which are highly satis- 
factory. The Petersburg and Roanoke company 
have evinced a like disposition, as have some others. 

To render the department measurably indepen- 
dent of the rail roads, and accomplish other import- 
ant results, an express mail has been started on the 

eat mail line between New York and New Or- 
eans. From New York to Philadelphia, and from 
Mobile to New Orleans, it is merged in the great 
mail carried in rai} road cars end steamboats. The 
great mail is twelve days and seventeen hours, ac- 
cording to contract, in going from New York to 
Mobile, and twelve days twelve hours returning. 
The express mail is five days seventeen hours going 
from New York to Mobile, and five days twenty- 
three hours returning. One day is occupied in 
transporting the mails between Mobile and New 
Orleans. 

The success of this experiment is not doubted; 
and the size of the mail already affords an assurance 
that it will produce an income more than sufficient 
to support it. 

This mail leaves far behind all news conveyed 
upon rail roads, or by any other means. 

It will give unprecedented activity to commercial 
transactions between the north and the south; New 
York communicates with New Orleans in half the 
usual time; all enterprises are expedited; the whole 
intervening country and the valley of the Mississippi 
will feel the impulse. 

The editors and people of New Orleans will re- 
ceive the news from New York in less than half 
the time it has heretofore occupied in the transit. 
The editors will have the advantage of being the 
original dispensers of the news to their subscribers; 
and people will obtain it through their own papers, 
without postages, five or six days sooner than it 
can reach them in the New York papers, with post- 
age. The editors and the people along the whole 
route, and to the right and left, will participate in the 
same advantages in a greater or less degree. On the 
other hane the circulation in the south of news- 
papers from the principal cities of the north will 
undoubtedly be diminished. 

This injury is more than counter balanced by the 
benefits secured to the local establishments; and if 
they were not, it is not to be brought into competi- 
tion with the advantages of an earlier transmission 
and dissemination of commercial and other intelli- 
gence. 

No measure should be taken with a view to in- 
jure the great city establishments; but it would be 
unreasonable and unjust in the department to with- 
hold information frum the people of the south, be- 
cause it cannot carry, with equal expedition, the 
cumbrous. sheets from the northern newspaper 
presses. It is, and doubtless will continue to be, 
the policy of the department not to send the news 
with less expedition but to bring the whole mail to 
the speed of the express as fast as it can secure con- 
tinvous rail road or steamboat transportation. 

The undersigned confidently believes it will be 
found expedient, within the coming year, to start 
express mails from Washington city along the route 
of the national road to St. Louis, from New Orleans 
through Nashville, Louisville and Cincinnati, to 
connect above with the great eastern and western 
route and from Boston, through Albany, to Buffalo, 
New York. 

Such mails, on these routes, he believes, would 
immediately support themselves, and give an ac- 





or the compensation must be adjusted by negotia- 
tion before advertisement or afterwards. Practically, 


the power of the postmaster general as to the amount! 


tivity to business and correspondence in every di- 
rection which would much enhance the general 


to be paid is unlimited, because he is authorised to: 





A 


revenue of the department, and promote public in. 
telligence, and prosperity. But should experience 


‘or reflection lead to the conviction that these en. 


terprises will not produce am inerease of revenue 
= cient to support them, they will not be under- 
taken. 

The attention of the undersigned has been ur- 
gently called by the deputy postmaster general of 
the British North American provinees to the in- 
secusity of correspondence. carried on through the 
packet ships between Canada and the U. States on 
the ome side, and the British isles on the other. 
Valuable letters and packets sent from Canada 
through the port of New York, and from various 
parts of the United States, never reach their desti- 
nation. The only effectual remedy which sug- 
gests itself is a regular mail across the ocean, and 
a direct connection between the post offices of the 
two countries. By a reciprocal arrangement, mails 
roight be interchanged between the post offices in 
New York and Liverpool, or any other foreign 
port, to be conveyed by the packets, or other ves- 
sels under contract. The number of letters now 
crossing the ocean is so great, that a moderate post- 
age on them would pay the cost of their transporta- 
tion. There is scareely a doubt that such an ar- 
rangement may be effected, if congress shall think 
it expedient to grant the necessary power. 

The object of authorising printers’ exchange pa- 

rs to pass through the mails free of postage, 
would be further promoted by extending the pri- 
vilege to exchanges with printers in foreign coun- 
tries; an extension which is desired by the printers 
in the foreign provinces bordering on the United 
States, and will be the more useful if the proposed 
interchange of mails with post offices in Europe 
shall be authorised. 

The building in which the general post office is 
kept is not fire proof, and its valuable books and 
papers are daily exposed to destruction. With 
such ample means as the government now has at 
command, the undersigned perceives no good rea- 
son why the greatest possible security should not 
be given to its archives. The other executive de- 
partments suffer inconveniences from the distance 
of the general post office; and since the passage of 
the late law which connects the post office with the 
treasury, and makes frequent nth sor to the pre- 
sident necessary, that inconvenience is seriously 
felt by the department itself. 

Annexed will be found an outline of the organi- 
zation of the department under the late act of con- 
gress, marked 2. 

The contract office is overwhelmed with the in- 
creased business brought upon it by extensions of 
nail service and the new routes. Its force is found 
to be inadequate to the performance of its duties, 
and it requires two additional clerks, one of the 
first, and the other of second grade. 

The appointment office has a sufficient force for 
the performance of its duties with accuracy and 
promptitude. 


The duties of the inspection office are rapidly 
extending, and its present foree will not long be 
equal to their performance. Its chief object isa 
rigid supervision over the rendition of postmaster’s 
accounts and the performance of contractors. Con- 
ducted with system and energy, it will soon be felt 
on our thousands of mail routes, whenever a delin- 
quency occurs. Most of the contractors perform 
their service with great fidelity and precision; but 
there are a few, some of them on important routes, 
who evade their contract obligations whenever they 
have a temptation to do so, relying for impunity on 
their adroitness in making excuses, and the indul- 
gence of the department. They will find it their in- 
terest to fulfil their engagements, or quit the service, 
In some parts of the country where complaints of 
y We dee meils are loudest, the fault is not in the 

epartment, nor the contractors, but in the roads.— 
The department is obliged to use such roads as it 
finds, and it is unreasonable in the people to ex- 
pect regular mails unless they will make good 
roads. 

My three assistants are assiduous in their duties, 
often by night as well as by day; and in relation to 
their compensation, deserve the favorable consider- 
ation of congress. 

The auditor’s office is proceeding with vigor to 
accomplish the objects of its creation. The dis- 
bursement of the post office funds through the trea- 
sury, formerly deemed impracticable, is effected 
with the utmost facility. Post office warrants are 
reduced to the size of ordinary bank checks, and, 
with the check of the treasurer endorsed, are remit- 
ted with the same ease, and answer the same pur- 
pose. Without the inconvenience of specific appro- 
priations, the accounts of the department are more 
specific, more easily understood, and more readily 
examined, than those of any other department of 
the government. It is the desire of the undersign- 
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ed, which the auditor has shown every disposition 
to promote, to render them intelligible to any one 
who may examine the books. ; < 
Difficulty has in some cases been experienced in 
renewing, for six months, the mail contracts which 
will expire on the 3lst inst. under the authority 
yested in the postmaster general, by resolution, at 
the last session of con s. The object of the reso- 
lution was to facilitate a — in the commence- 
ment of the contract year. To promote | the same 
object and avoid a like difficulty in relation to the 
remaining contracts, power 1s asked to let them, in 
the usual mode, for four years and a half, which will 
lead to the same result. I have the honor to be, 
your ob’t servant, AMOS KENDALL. 


TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS, 
SECOND SESSION—SENATE. 

December 19. The chair presented the creden- 
tials of James Buchanan, elected a senator from 
Pennsylvania for six additional years. 

A number of petitions having been presented and 
referred, and several bills, on leave, having been 
introduced, all of which of general interest, will be 
duly noticed in their progress. Mr. Clay, in pur- 
suance of the notice which he had given, rose to 
ask leave to introduce the land bill. e felt it due 
to the occasion to make some explanations. 

The operation of the bill which had heretofore 
several times passed the senate, and once the house, 
commenced on the last of December, 1832, and was 
to continue five years. It provided for a distribu- 
tion of the net proceeds of the public lands during 
that period, upon well known principles. But the 
deposite act of the last session had disposed of so 
large a part of the divisible fund under the land 
bili, that he did not think it right, in the present 
state of the treasury, to give the bill—which he 
was about to apply for leave to introduce—that re- 
trospective character. He had accordingly, in the 
draught which he was going to submit, made the 
last day of the present month its commencement, 








and the last day of the year 1841 its termination.— 
If it should pass, therefore, in this shape, the pe-| 
riod of its duration will be the same as that pre- | 
scribed in the former bills. The senate will readi- | 
ly comprehend the motive for fixing the end of the 
vear 1841, as it is at that time that the biennial re- 
ductions of ten per cent. upon the existing duties 
cease, according to the act of the 2d March, 1833, 
commonly called the compromise act, and a reduc- | 


tion of one-half of the excess beyond twenty per| 


cent. of any duty then remaining is to take effect. | 


By that time, a fair experiment of the land bill will | 
have been made, and congress can then determine | 
whether the proceeds of the national domain shall | 
continue to be equitably divided, or shall be applied | 
to the current expenses of the government. 

The bill in his hand assigns to the new state of 
Arkansas her just proportion of the fund, and grants 
to her 500,000 acres of land as proposed to other 
states. A similar assignment and grant are not 
made to Michigan, because her admission into the 
union is not yet complete. But, when that event 
occurs, provision is made by which that state will 
receive its fair dividend. 

He had restored, in this draught, the “ait gee 
contained in the original plan for the distribution of 
the public lands, which he had presented to the se- 
nate, by which the states, in the application of the 
fund, are restricted to the great objects of educa- 
tion, internal improvement and colonization. Such 
a restriction would, he believed, relieve the legisla- 
tures of the several states from embarrassing con- 
troversies about the disposition of the fund, and 
would secure the application of what was common, 
in its origin, to common benefits, in its ultimate 
destination. Butit was scarcely necessary for him 
to say that this provision, as well as the fate of the 
whole bill, depended upon the superior wisdom of 
the senate and of the house. ; 

In all respects, other than those now particularly 
mentioned, the bill is exactly as it passed this body 
at the last session. 

The bill was read a first time, and passed to a se- 
cond reading. 

Mr. Linn, on leave, introduced a bill to authorise 
the construction of a rail road through the public 
lands in Washingtun country, Missouri. Read 
twice and referred. 

Mr. Wright, on leave, introduced a bill supple- 
mentary to the act establishing a mint and regulat- 
ing the coins of the United States. Read twice, 
ordered to be printed and referred to the committee 
on finance. 

Mr. Nichols, on leave, introduced a bill giving ef- 
fect to the 18th article of the treaty of 1819 with 
Spain. Read twice, and referred to the committee 
on foreign affairs. 

Mr. Moore, on leave, introduced a bill authorising 





the relinquishment of the 16th sections of lands, 





for the use of schools, and the selection of other 
lands im lieu thereof. Read twice and referred. 

A number of other bills were introduced and se- 
veral gentlemen gave notice of their intention also 
to introduce bills. 

The chair presented a communication from the 


treasury department on the subject of steamboats 
and steam boilers. 


The remaining portions of the president’s annual 
message were appropriately referred to the various 
standing committees. 

Mr. Nicholas offered the following: 

Resolved, That the committee for the District of 
Columbia be instructed to inquire whether there 1s 
any law in force in this district which confers on a 
medical society or any other association, whether 
self-constituted or incorporated, the power to grant 
licenses to persons to practise medicine, or to de- 
cide on licenses granted elsewhere, and making it 
illegal and a criminal offence for persons not licens- 
ed or approved to practise physic or surgery in the 
District; also, to inquire into the justige and expe- 
diency of the repeal of such laws, if @#y such are 
found to exist. 

Mr. Benton offered the following, which was, on 
his motion, read twice and adopted: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to cause a statement to be laid before 
the senate showing, as nearly as may be, the differ- 
ent appropriations which will leave unexpended 
balances on the Ist day of January next, the 
amounts so left, the objects to which ee are ap- 
plicable, and the dates of the acts by which they 
were authorised. 

Mr. Ruggles moved the following: 

Ordered, That a committee of five be appointed 
to examine and report the extent of the loss sus- 
tained by the burning of the patent office; and to 
consider whether any and what measures ought to 
be adopted to repair the Joss, and to establish such 
evidences of property in patented inventions as the 











the treasury, for the purpose of showing that sun 
dry banks had enlarged their issues since the pub- 
lication of the treasury order of the 11th of July.-- 
This information (said Mr. Webster) is neither new 
nor surprising. That fact has been well understood. 
But what banks are these which have thus increas- 
ed their loans? Are they the banks of the country 
generally, or the banks in the principal commercial 
cities, or a majority of them? No, sir. The gen- 
tleman’s statement was confined to the deposite 
banks, or some of them. All those deposite banks 
were seventy or eighty perhaps in number, while it 
has been stated that the whole number of banks in 
the country is near a thousand. Now, as I under- 
stand the subject, one of the strongest grounds of 
complaint against the order of the 11th of July, and 
against the manner of executing the deposite law, 
is, that by those measures many of these deposite 
banks, in places where the wants of business did 
not call for more money, have had large and entire- 
ly unnecessary sums of money nevertheless thrown 
into them, drawn from places in which it was want- 
ed, to the anes prejudice of other banks, and of the 
commercial community generally. I understand 
this to be one of the prominent objections to the 
course which the treasury has pursued. By the 
provisions of the deposite law the deposite banks 
pay interest on sums deposited beyond a certain 
amount. If they receive money, therefore, beyond 
such amount, they are naturally tempted to put it 
out on loans, however, little real occasion there 
may be for such loans; for otherwise the deposite 
would be a heavy charge to them. 

An answer to these resolutions will give us light 
on this part of the case. It will probably be in the 
power of the secretary to answer the first resolution 
without any delay. I hope we can have the answer 
to that so soon as to be before us before the conclusion 
of this debate. Nor do I suppose that any creat 
time will be necessary to prepare an answer to the 
second resolution, 

Mr. Wright inquired of the mover whether the 








destruction of the records and drawings may have 
rendered necessary for its security, to report by bill | 
or otherwise. 

The resolution was agreed to, and Messrs. Rug- 
gles, Prentiss, Strange, Parker and Dayard were ap- 


pointed the committee. 


of establishing a surveyor general’s office, of mak- 


ing appropriations to construct roads and bridges, 
improving harbors, of laying off certain towns, for | 


holding treaties with Indians, and establishing a 
territorial government, in the territory of Wiscon- 
sin. 

The senate then proceeded to the further consi- 
deration of the joint resolution, introduced by Mr. 
Ewing, of Ohio, rescinding the treasury order of 
July 11, 1836, and prohibiting the secretary of the 
treasury from delegating the power to designate the 
kind of funds to be received in payinent for public 
lands. 

Mr. Benton addressed the senate at large, on the 
subject of the resolution, and in reply to Mr. Ew- 
ing. Mr. B. continued to speak until near five 
o’clock, when, having concluded his remarks, he 
intimated his intention of hereafter moving for a 
committee of inquiry on the subject; and then 

The senate adjourned, without coming to any de- 
cision upon the resolution of Mr. Ewing. 


December 20. A number of petitions were re- 
ceived and bills introduced, Among the latter was 
one introduced by Mr. Southard, for the enlistment 
of boys in the naval service and to extend the term 
of the enlistment of seamen. 


Mr. Websler offered the following resolutions, 
and asked the unanimous consent of the senate to 
their immediate consideration: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury com- 
municate to the senate the latest statement made at 
or for the treasury of the condition of the deposite 
banks; exhibiting, among other particulars, the 


{names and places of all deposite banks appointed 


since the 23d June last; their capitals, and the 
amounts of public moneys actually transferred, or 
ordered to be transferred, to those banks respec- 
tively. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury com- 
municate to the senate a detailed statement of all 
transfers of public moneys ordered since the 23d 
June last, for the purpose of executing the act of 
that date for regulating the deposites of the public 
money; showing the dates and amounts of such 
transfers; from what — to what place; from 
what bank to what bank, and the time allowed for 
such transfers, other than such as were made in 
execution of the aforesaid act. 

Mr. Webster said that the honorable member 
from Missouri (Mr. Benton) had, in his speech yes- 


resolution was intended to ask for any more than 
the last statement rendered at the treasury. Mr. 


| Webster replied that he had no wish that the inqui- 


ry should go back and call for a voluminous amount 
of documents; all he wished was the last statement 


ne CC : : . |received. Mr. Wright made no objection: 
Mr. Zinn introduced a series of resolutions di- | ro x objection; and the 


j . , r j iric j 7 | . : -- 
recting inquiries to be made as to the expediency | The following, offered by Mr. Morris lies one day. 


resolution was thereupon agreed to. 


Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary 
inquire into the expediency of giving the consent 
of the United States that each and every tract of 
land that has heretofore been, or hereafter may be 
sold by congress, be liable to taxation by state au- 
thority, and that the several state legislatures in 
whose states any such lands are situated, be at liber- 
ty to repeal any law or ordinance passed by such 
state, in pursuance of any act of congress by which 
such state is prohibited from laying any tax upon 
lands sold by the United States for the term of five 
years from and after the date of such sale. 

The several senate resolutions lying on the table 
(heretofore published) were taken up and adopted. 

Mr. Niles observed that, on a former sitting, the 
senator from South Carolina (Mr. Calhoun) had 
taken the ground that the whole subject of revenue 
belonged to the committee on finance; but if that 
doctrine was a sound one, the committee on manu- 
factures would be left almost without any appropri- 
ate duty. He apprehended, however, that the hon. 
senator was mistaken in the principle he had laid 
down. The compromise act re¢ognised the princi- 
ple that a reduction was to be made on the tariff of 
duties: the principle existed in the statutes of the 
country. Whatever committee it might be who 
should undertake the very difficult and delicate duty 
of devising the mode and measure of a reduction 
of the revenue, would find that the chief difficulty 
in the way was not of a financial character, but had 
to do with the matter of protection, not of revenue. 
If the subject of reduction affected very exclusive- 
ly the great interests of the country, ought it not to 
be sent to the committee on manufactures? In or- 
der to test the sense of the senate, he would make 
the motion that so much of the president’s message 
as related to the reduction and repeal of duties be 
referred to the committee on manufactures. 

Mr. Calhoun observed that the question was not 
open tv a motion; the reference had been made.— 
If the gentleman wished to move a reconsideration, 
he could not do so unless he had voted in the affir- 
mative. 

Mr. Niles had supposed it in order to refer the 
same subject to two different committees, who might 
view it under different aspects. However, to avoid 
difficulty, he would confine his motion to so much 
of _ message as related to the repeal of duties 
only. 


Mr. Calhoun said that this was included in his 





terday, read statements which had been obtained at 


motion as much as the other. Whatever went to 
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reduce the revenue he meant to refer to the com- 
mittee on finance, as appropriately belonging to that 
committee. And he must be permitted to say that 
no committee in that body could represent more 
fully all the great interests concerned in such a sub- 
ject. The chairman was connected extensively 
with one branch of manufactures; the senator from 
New York with another; and the senator from Louis- 
iana represented the great sugar interest of the south; 
while he from Missouri represented that of .lead.— 
As to the difficulty of the task, none could be more 
sensible of it than himself; none had felt it more 
deeply. The reduction, thus far, had been effected 
only by exertions such as he should be sorry to re- 
eat. Boe 
, On motion of Mr. Ewing, the subject was then 
laid on the table. 

The senate proceeded to the further considera- 
tion of the joint resolution introduced by Mr. Ew- 
ing, of Ohio, rescinding the treasury order of July 
11, 1836, and prohibiting the secretary of the trea- 
sury from delegating the power to designate the 
kind of funds to be received in payment for the pub- 
lic lands. : 

Mr. Crittenden, of Kentucky, addressed the se- 
nate on the subject of the resolution, and in reply 
to Mr. Benton. 

After a few words of explanation from Mr. Ben- 
ton, the question being announced from the chair 
as being on ordering the resolution to a second read- 
ing, Mr. Ewing called for the yeas and nays on this 

uestion, which were accordingly ordered. On mo- 
tion of Mr. Webster, the senate then adjourned. 

December 21. A message was received from the 

resident of the United States, through Andrew 
y ackson, jr. his secretary, with a report of the post- 
master general (of which a copy is inserted in this 
day’s proceedings of the house of representatives. ) 
Referred to the committee on the post office and post 
roads, and ordered to be printed. 

The chair presented a communication from the 
treasury department, in obedience to a resolution of 
the senate of the 20th instant, with a statement of 
the condition of the deposite banks, and the names 
and places of such as have been appointed since 
the 20th of June last.. Laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

The chair also presented a communication from 
the war department, with a report from the engineer 
department, in obedience to a resolution of the se- 
nate of the 14th of April last. 

Aftera number of petitions had been disposed of, 
Mr. Benton offered the following and asked its im- 
mediate consideration. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to inform the senate what amount in gold 
and silver has been received at each of the land of- 
fices since the treasury order of July 11th took ef- 
fect; also, to inform the senate of the amount of re- 
ceipts on certificates given by the treasurer of the 
United States for payments to him on account of 
public lands, and the amount and date of each cer- 
tificate on receipt, and the name of the payer. The 
resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. Calhoun, on leave, introduced a bill to extend 
the provisions of certain sections (therein named) 
of the deposite act of the last session to the money 
remaining in the treasury on the Ist of January, 
1836. The bill was read twice, by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Mr. C. accompanied the introduction of this bill 
with various explanatory and commendatory re- 
marks, and moved to postpone farther action on the 
bill, and make it the order of the day for Monday 
week. 

Mr. Wallcer moved to refer the bill to the com- 
mittee on finance. 

An animated discussion (to be published hereaf- 
ter) arose on the second reading of the bill, in 
which Messrs. Clay, Walker, Calhoun, Buchanan 
and Rives, participated. 

Tie question of referring the bill to the commit- 
tee on fnanch was taken by yeas and nays, and re- 
sulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Ewing, of 
Illinois, Fulton,Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King, 
of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Linn, McKean, 
Niles, Page, Parker, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Se- 
vier, Strange, Tallmadge, Walker, Wall—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Cal- 
houn, Clay, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing, of Ohio, 
Kent, Knight, Moore, Morris, Nicholas, Pren- 
tiss, Robbins, Southard, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, 
Webster, White, Wright—22. 

The yeas and nays being equal, the chair voted 
in the affirmative. 

So the bill was referred to the committee on 
finance. a 

Mr. Ruggles, during the discussion, presented the 
credentials of the hon. Judah Dana, senator elect 
from Maiue, (in the place of Mr. Shepley, resign- 





ed,) who appeared, was qualified, and took his seat, 
but was excused from voting, at his own request. 

After transacting other business of minor import- 
ance, the senate proceeded to the further consider- 
ation of Mr. Ewing’s joint resolution, rescinding 
the treasury order of July 11th, 1836, and prohibit- 
ing the secretary of the treasury to delegate the 
power to specify the kind of funds to be received in 
payment for the public lands. The question being 
on ordering the resolution to a second icin 

Mr. Webster addressed the senate generally on 
the subject of the resolution. Before he had con- 
cluded, he gave way to a motion to adjourn. By 
ere consent, the motion was suspended 
while 

Mr. Wright offered the following, which lies over 
one day: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
requested to transmit to the senate, at the earliest 
convenient day, an abstract from the returns of the 
state banks, on file in his office, showing— 

Ist. The amount of discounts. 

2d. The amount of public deposites. 

3d. The amount of specie. 

4th. The amount of bills or notes in circulation 
of each of those banks, making returns to the de- 
partment, as shown by each return received, from 
the Ist day of J wy last to the present time. 

Mr. Benton laid the following on the table, in the 
way of notice: Motion (to be made hereafter) to 
invest the committee to which the resolution (of 
Mr, Ewing) shall be sent, with authority to inquire 
into the effect and operation of the treasury order of 
July 11th, upon the business of the country, and 
the banking institutions of the states, and into the 
conduct of banks in relation to that order, and into 
their attempts (if any) to withdraw specie from 
circulation, and to embarrass the exchanges and 
business of the count The committee to sum- 
mon witnesses before them, if any such are near at 
hand, and to conduct their inquiries at a distance 
by interrogatories. 

The senate then adjourned, Mr. Webster still 
having the floor on Mr. Ewing’s resolution. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Dec. 16. Among the resolutions offered 
to-day was the following, by Mr. Forrester: 

Resolved, That the committee on claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making 
suitable compensation for the expenses incurred by 
the volunteers or militia in equipping for a campaign 
against the Creek Indians; and who were received 
into the service of the United States, but (immedi- 
“a discharged), as may seem just. 

he house then, on motion of Mr. Whittlesey, 
proceeded to the consideration of private bills, a 
number of which were reported, whe the house 
adjourned to Monday next. 

Monday, Dec. 19. The following gentlemen were 
appointed a committee under a resolution of Satur- 
day last to inquire into the causes of the frequent 
steamboat disasters, &c. viz: Messrs. Hannegan, 
Hardin, Halsey, Thompson, of South Carolina, Gil- 
lett, Borden, Johnson, of Tennessee, Garland, of 
Louisiana, and Spangler. 

On motion of Mr. Connor, 

Resolved, That the committee on the post office 
and post roads, which was on the 15th instant di- 
rected to inquire into the causes of the conflagra- 
tion of the general post office building, and into the 
losses thereby sustained, and what legislative pro- 
vision is necessary in consequence thereof, have 
leave to sit during the sessions of the house, to pro- 
secute said inquiries. 

The speaker announced that the unfinished busi- 
ness of the morning hour was the petition presented 
on Monday last by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. 4dams), praying for a reduction of the 
duty on foreign coal. 

[There were two motions pending; first, the mo- 
tion of Mr. Adams to commit the petition to the 
committee on manufactures; and secondly, the mo- 
tion of Mr. Patton to commit the same to the com- 
mittee of ways and means. ] 

Mr. Adams said, he hoped the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Patton) would withdraw his motion 
for commitment, since that part of the president’s 
message which referred to the protective duties had 
already been committed to the committee on manu- 
factures. He (Mr. A.) presumed, of course, that 
all these petitions for the repeal of duty on coal, 
which was one of the protective articles, would go 
to that committeé. When this petition was last be- 
fore the house, he had asked for the yeas and nays 
on the question of reference, and the house had de- 
cided they should be taken. He did not, however, 
wish to consume the time of the house in that way, 
and he would be glad if his friend from Virginia 
would withdraw his motion, and permit the peti- 
tion to go to the committee on manufactures. Mr. 
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Patton having declined to withdraw his motion, a 
desultory debate arose in which Messrs. Cambre. 
leng, Adams, McKeon, Harper, Gidon Lee, Reed 
Chambers and. Davis + tn on The last named 
gentleman concluded by moving that the further 
consideration of the subject be postponed until 
Monday next: which motion was decided in the 
negative, yeas 72, nays 89. The question then re- 
curring on the motion to refer, the subject was fur- 
ther debated by Messrs. Cambreleng, Denny, In- 
gersoll and Boon. The question was then taken on 
the motion of Mr. Adams, to refer the memorial to 
the committee on manufactures; on which motion 
the yeas and nays having been heretofore ordered, 
were taken, and were, yeas 88, nays 124. So the 
motion of Mr. Adams was rejected. 

The question was next taken on the motion 
of Mr. Paiton, to refer the memorial to the com- 
mittee of ways and means, and was decided in the 
affirmative. So the motion prevailed, and the me- 
morial was referred accordingly. 

The house having refused to adopt a resolution 
offered by Mr. Dunlap on the 12th inst. to authorise 
the state of Tennessee to issue grants, &c. the fol- 
lowing resolutions were offered. 

Mr. Bell, of Tennessee, moved the following, 
which was read, and laid on the table one day un- 
der the rule, viz: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be requested 
to communicate to this house copies of all orders 
issued to governors of states or territories, or to of- 
ficers in the army who authorised a call for volun- 
teers or militiamen, either for the protection of the 
south western frontier, or for the prevention or sup- 
pression of Indian hostilities within the last eigh- 
teen months; also, copies of all orders explanatory 
of or countermanding any original order; also, the 
number of such troops which at any time or times 
within said period presented themselves, equipped 
for the service, under said calls, and the states or 
territories to which they belonged; also, the num- 
ber received into the public service, the dates of 
such acceptance, and the several places of rendez- 
vous; also, the terms of service of such troops so 
received in the public service, and the terms during 
which they actually served; and also, the whole 
number of troops, whether volunteers, militiamen, 
mounted dragoons, or troops belonging to the regu- 
lar army, which have been employed in suppress- 
ing the hostilities of the Creek Indians within the 
same period of time, and also the greatest number 
so employed at any one time. 

On motion of Mr. Storer, 

Resolved, That the select committee raised by 
order of this house on the subject of steamboat navi- 
gation be instructed to inquire what legal enact- 
ments are necessary by congress to wapereers acci- 
dents on board of vessels navigating the waters of 
the United States by steam, and for the punishment 
of the commanders, pilots and engineers of such 
vessels who may be guilty of wilful misconduct or 
neglect in the navigation thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Lane, 

Resolved, That the committee on the public lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of con- 
firming the future sales of the public lands to actual 
and bona fide settlers in limited parcels. 

Mr. Hunnegan moved the following resolution, 
which was laid upon the table: yeas 87, nays 54. 

Resolved, That the committee appointed to inves- 
tigate the affairs of the West Point academy be au- 
thorised, by themselves, or a select committee, to 
visit the academy for the purposes mentioned in 
the resolution under which they were appointed. 

Mr. Davis moved the following resolution; which 
was read, and laid upon the table. 

Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, remon- 
strances, or other papers, (which may be offered 
during the present session), in any manner relating 
to the abolition of slavery, or the slave trade, in 
the District of Columbia, or any of the territories 
of the United States, shall, on presentation, be laid 
upon the table, without reading, without being or- 
dered to be printed, and without debate. 

On motion of Mr. McCarty, 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
amending the several acts for the construction and 
continuation of the Cumberland road so as to au- 
thorise the further construction thereof through the 
state of Indiana, to be let out by contracts in sec- 
tions, upon notice, to the lowest bidder, and of au- 
thorising the immediate grading and bridging of the 
unfinished parts thereof through said state; and that 
said committee further inquire into the expediency 
of an additional appropriation for the further con- 
struction and completion of said road. 

Mr. Martin moved the following resolution, which 
was rejected: 

Resolved, That the committee on the public lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of per- 
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mitting entries to be made of forty acre tracts of 

the public lands, without any other restriction than 

that of requiring that the tract to be enteted shall 

adjoin the improvement er plantation of the appli- 
t. 

Mr. Ashley moved the following resolution, which 

was also rejected: 

Resolved, That the committee on the public lands 
be instructed to imquire into the expediency of 
grantin to the state of Missouri 500,000 acres of 
the public lands for the purpose of internal im- 
provement. 

Mr. Harrison, of Me. moved the following reso- 
lution, which was rejected: 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing 
upop4 feoting with the other public lands liable to 
bx sold at public sale such public lands as have 
been reserved as salt springs and saline and mineral 
lands. 

On motion of Mr. White, of Florida, 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 

iving the right of way through the public lands 
for the rail roads proposed to be made in Florida 
by the East Florida rail road company, the Pensa- 
cola and Perdido rail road company, and the Bruns- 
wick and Florida rail road company, and the right 
of way te the St. Andrew’s and Chipola canal com- 

any, to make a canal or rail road through the pub- 
ic lands. 

Mr. White, of Florida, also moved the following 
resolutions, which lie on the table one day under 
the rule: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the navy be di- 
rected to cominunicate to this house the report of 
the naval commission who have recently been en- 

aged in the administration of the navy yard at 
Pensacola, and the report of commodore Stewart 
on the same subject. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to report to this house the causes which 
have prevented the execution of the 9th article of 
the treaty between Spain and the United States, of 
the 22d February, 1819, and the two acts of con- 
gress passed in relation thereto, and whether, in his 
opinion, any further legislation be necessary to 
carry the same into effect. 

Mr. Jones, delegate of Wisconsin territory, threw 
himself on the indulgence of the house to be allow- 
ed to move several resolutions, embodying the 
prayers of sundry memorials from the legislature of 
the territory which he represents, which, he having 
received no mail from that territory for the ten days 
preceding the catastrophe, he had reason to believe 
were destroyed in the post office during the late 
fire in this city. He then moved the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the territories 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the act establishing the territorial govern- 
ment of Wisconsin, as to authorise the appointment 
of two additional attorneys, and that the committee 
also inquire into the expediency of authorising, by 
further amendment of said act, the extension of the 
jurisdiction of justices of the peace, in cases where 
the sum in controversy shall not exceed one hun- 
dred dollars. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. Jones also offered a series of resolutions si- 
milar to those offered by Mr. Linn in the senate. 

A number of other resolutions and petitions were 
received and disposed of and then the house ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday, Dec. 20. The speaker laid before the 
house a communicaiion from the first comptroller 
of the treasury, transmitting a statement of such 
officers as have not rendered their accounts within 
the year, or have balances unaccounted for, ad- 
vanced prior to the 30th of September, 1836, as ap- 
pears by the books of the third auditor. 

Also, a statement of accounts in the office of the 
third auditor which have remained unsettled, or on 
Which balances appear to have been due more than 
three years prior to the 30th September, 1836. 

Also, an abstract of moneys advanced prior to the 
3d March, 1809, on the books of the land account- 
ant of the war department, and which remained to 
be accounted for on the books of the third auditor 
of the treasury on the 30th September, 1836. 

A large number of resolutions of a private or lo- 
cal character, were offered and referred. 

On motion of Mr. Graham, 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
causing single gold dollars to be made at the mints 
of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Harper, 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed 
to inquire what loss has been sustained by the de- 





struction of the patent office by the late fire, what | 


measures are necessary to restore the records and 
drawings and models, and for their safe keeping in 
future, and that they have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. E. Whittlesey, the house sus- 

ended the rule for the purpose of taking up the 
fil which had passed through committee of the 
whole on Friday last, entitled a bill to provide for 
the payment of horses and other property lost or 
destroyed in the military service of the United 
States. The question being on its final passage, 
Mr. E. Whittlesey having explained the operation 
of the bill, (in reply to an inquiry by Mr..4. Mann), 
the question was taken and the bill passed. 

Mr. D. J. Pearce moved a reconsideration of the 
vote of yesterday, by which a resolution offered by 
Mr Hannegan authorises the select committee on 
the West Point academy, by themselves or a sub- 
committee, to visit that institution for the purpose 
of investigation. 

The motion lies over. 

Mr. Beil made a similar motion in relation toa 
resolution offered on yesterday by Mr. Jones, dele- 

ate from Wisconsin, and which was then rejected, 
instructing the committee on Indian affairs to in- 

uire into the expediency of making appropriations 
or holding treaties with certain Indian tribes; 
which motion also lies over. 

Petitions and memorials were then called for, 
when a large number were presented. 

In pursuance of the order of yesterday, the house 
went into the election of chaplain. On the third 
ballot the rev. Mr. Comstock received 103 votes, 
(102 being necessary for a choice); and the rev. 
Mr. Slicer received 89 votes. So Mr. Comstock 
was declared duly elected chaplain. And, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Grennell, the house adjcurned. 

Wednesday, Dec. 21. The following petition, 
presented yesterday, came up this day for conside- 
ration: 

To the honorable senate and house of representatives 
of the United States in congress assembled: 

The undersigned, citizens of the first congres- 
sional district in the state of North Carolina, have 
for years past been accustomed tu regard the action 
of the federal government with great anxiety.— 
Your petitioners have accordingly their just claims 
for such appropriations for public works in their 
immediate neighborhood, as fall within the peculiar 
province of the general government, trusting to the 
tardy justice of congress. 

They have regretted to see appropriations of the 
public money not equally distributed with a view 
to the general benefit. 

Your petitioners have viewed with great satisfac- 
tion the bill of the last session regulating the depo- 
sites of the public money among the several states. 
They regard this measure as the safest disposition 
of the national treasure, as best calculated to avoid 
all unjust, unconstitutional and partial appropria- 
tions of the common fund. They therefore pray 
that provisions similar to that contained in the de- 
posite bill of the last session may become the law 
of the union for several succeeding years. 

Mr. W. B. Shepard (who presented it) made a 
speech of some length in support of its general ob- 
ject; and, on his motion, the petition was then re- 
ferred to the committee of ways and means. 

The following message was received from the 
president of the United States. 

To the senate and house of representatives: 

GENTLEMEN: Herewith I transmit you a report 
of the postmaster general, and recommend the 
passage of such laws, and the making of such ap- 
propriations as may be necessary to carry into ef- 
fect the measures adopted by him for resuming the 
business of the department under his charge, and 
securing the public property in the old post office 
building. 

It is understood that the building procured for 
the temporary use of the department is far from 
being fire proof, and that the valuable books and 
papers secured from the recent conflagration will 
there be exposed to similar dangers. I therefore 
feel it my duty to recommend an immediate appro- 
priation for the construction of a fire proof general 

ost office, that the materials may be obtained with- 
in the present winter, and the building erected as 


rapidly as practicable. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 

December 20, 1856. 

Document accompanying the president’s message. 

Post office department, Dec. 20, 1836. 
To the president of the United States: 

Srr: On the morning of the 15th instant, I per- 
formed the painful duty of reporting to you orally 
the destruction of the general post office building 
by fire, and received your instruction to inquire 
into the cause and extent of the calamity, for the 
purpose of enabling you to make a communication 
to congress. 





A few hours afterwards I received through the 
chairman of the committee on the post office and 
post roads of the house of representatives an official 
copy of a resolution adopted by that house, in- 
structing the committee to institute a similar in- 
quiry, and the chairman asked for such information 
as it was in my power to give. The investigation 
directed by you was thus rendered unnecessary. 

The corporation of the city of Washington, with 
honorable promptitude, offered the department the 
use of the west wing of the City Hall, now occu- 
pied by the mayor and councils and their officers, 
and the officers of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal 
company. The proprietors of the medical college 
also tendered the use of their building, on E street, 
and offers were made of several other buildings in 
the central parts of the city. An examination was 
made of such as promised by their magnitude to 
afford sufficient room for the force employed in the 
department, but none were found sual, in the com- 
modiousness of their interior structure and abundant 
room, to Fuller’s hotel, opposite the buildings oc- 
cupied by the treasury department, on Pennsylvania 
avenue. That building has been obtained on terms 
which the ancerennee’ papers, (marked 1 and 2) 
will fully exhibit. ‘The business of the department 
will be immediately resumed in that building. 


The agreement with Mr. Fuller will make ne- 
cessary an immediate appropriation by congress, 
and upon that body will devolve also the duty of 
providing for the payment of the rent, if they shall 
approve of the arrangement. 


In the mean time steps have been taken to secure 
all that is valuable in the ruins of the post office 
building, and to protect from the weather the walls 
of 3o much of it as was occupied by the general 
post office, which stands firm. 

The department has no fund at command of out 
which the services necessary in the accomplish- 
ment of the objects can be paid for, nor has it the 
means to replace the furniture which has been lost, 
and must be immediately obtained to enable the 
clerks to proceed with their current business. 


These facts I deem it my duty to report to you, 
that you may recommend to congress such measures 
baa ge as you may deem expedient. 

With the highest respect your obedient servant, 

AMOS KENDALL. 

On motion of Mr. Shields, the message and ac- 
companying documents were referred to the com- 
mittee on the post office and post roads, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Petitions and memorials having been called for, 
presented and referred, Mr. Bell, from the commit- 
tee on Indian affairs, reported a bill to regulate, in 
certain cases, the disposition of the elit of lands 
ceded by Indian tribes to the United States; which 
said bill was passed in committee of the whole 
house, (Mr. Garland, of Virginia, in the chair), and 
ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Cambreleng, from the committee of ways and 
pare: Ceti bills of the following titles, viz: 

ill making an appropriation for the su - 
sion of Indian hostilities ; rs 

A bill making appropriations for the payment of 
the revolutionary and other pensioners of the United 
States for 1837; 

A bill making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice for 1837; 

A bill making appropriations for the support of 
the army for the year 1837; 

A bill making appropriations for certain fortifica- 
tions of the United States for the year 1837; 

A bill making appropriations for the current ex- 
penses of the Indian department, and for fulfilling 
treaty stipulations with the various Indian tribes for 
the year 1837; which said bills were severally read, 
and referred to the committee of the whole house on 
the state of the union. 

Several ——_ on the claims of individuals were 
also received and disposed of. 

The business next in order was the motion, sub- 
mitted yesterday by Mr. D. J. Pearce, to reconsi- 
der the vote by which a resolution heretofore offer- 
ed, authorising the select committee appointed on 
the affairs of the academy at West Point to visit 
the same, for the purposes of their investigation, 
had been Jaid upon the table. Mr. Ward addressed 
the house in favor of the motion for reconsideration. 
At the conclusion of his remarks, Mr. Jarvis moved 
to lay the resolution on the table. Mr. Vanderpoel 
moved a call of the house, but the house did not 
sustain the motion. Mr. V.then moved that the 
motion be laid on the table—which was agreed to, 
yeas 86, nays 77. 

Mr. D. J. Pearce made an ineffectual motion to 
suspend the rule, to enable him to offer a resolution 





calling on the peenieent of the United States for 
certain information in relation to the condition of 








272 


nk te nee ee ae oe ree 
7 ge 


NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—DEC. 24, 1836—DOMESTIC CHRONICLE. 





oy, 





the claim of certain citizens for indemnity for Den- 
mark spoliations. 


The house resumed the consideration of the re- 
solution heretofore offered by Mr. Wise, proposing 
the appointment of a select committee to inquire 
into the administration of the executive depart- 
ments, together with the amendment offered thereto 
by Mr. D. J. Pearce, proposing to confine the in- 
quiry to specific acts of mal-administration. 


Mr. Lane was entitled to the floor, and addressed 
the house for upwards of an hour in opposition to 
Mr. Wise’s resolution. And then, on motion of 
Mr. Howell, the house adjourned. 


THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 
[Not having received the “Intelligencer” of yes- 
terday, we avail ourselves of the,report of the cor- 
respondent of the “Baltimore American.’’] 


In the senate. A message was received from the 
president of the United States on the subject of the 
state of Texas, and giving the information obtained 
by the agent sent to that country during the last 
summer, and the views of the executive in reference 
to the propriety and prudence of a recognition of 
Texas. The president, after reciting the proceed- 
ings of the two houses on which he founded his 
own course of conduct in despatching an agent to 
Texas, states that he has transinitted extracts from 
the reports of that agent in order to give to congress 
all possible light on the subject. 

He states that he had taken the steps towards re- 
cognition, and that the proceedings which he has 
instituted are entirely in consequence of the reso- 
lutions of the two houses at the last session. The 
disproportion between the physical force of Mexico 
and that of Texas is quoted as one of the reasons 
for apprehending that the establishment of Texian 
independence will not be effected without a still 
further and doubtful struggle. Under a new presi- 
dent, Mexico is preparing a new armament to pour 
down upon Texas, and our usual prudence and the 
policy on which it is founded, prescribe to us that 
we shall make no precipitate movement, but await | 
the issue of this new attack. He reminded the two) 
houses that the people of Texas had adopted a re- 
solution to apply to the United States for admission 
into the union, as soon as the United States shall 
have recognised her independence of Mexico.— 
This circumstance is treated as one which involves 
the delicacy of our situation, and renders it more 
especially incumbent on us to act with the greatest 


‘amendment, and it was ordered to be printed. The 
senate then adjourned till Monday. 


_ In the house of representatives. The joint resolu- 

tions of the legislature of Illinois assenting to the 
continuing of the national road through that state, 
provided it be made to cross the Mississippi river 
at Alton, in Illinois, and not at any other point, 
were taken up. 


Mr. Reynolds stated it to be the determination of 
the state of Illinois to withhold its assent from the 
continuation of the road unless it should take the 
route indicated in the resolutions; and he contend- 
ed that the government had not the power to con- 
struct a road at all, without the assent of the state 
through which it should pass. 

The resolutions were referred to the committee 
on post offices and post roads. 

A message relative to the affairs of Texas (simi- 
lar to that noticed, above, in the proceedings of the 
senate) was received from the president of the U. 
States. On motion of Mr. Howard it was referred 
to the committee on foreign relations and ordered to 
be printed. Mr. D. J. Pearce, then moved the 
printing of 20,000 extra copies, which, after a brief 
debate, was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house resolv- 
ed itself into a committee of the whole on the state 
of the union, Mr. Muhlenburg in the chair, on the 
bill to establish the United States mint and to regu- 
late the coinage of the United States. 

After some time spent in the consideration of the 
subject, the committee rose and reported progress. 

The house then adjourned. 





DOMESTIC CHRONICLE. 

The patent office. The corporation of Washing- 
ton has offered, and the superintendent of the pa- 
tent office has accepted, the City Hall for the tempo- 
rary use of the patent office. The purpose is one 
to which the apartments of the City Hall are well 


adapted; much better, as far as regards some of | 


them, indeed, than to the purposes for which they | 
have been hitherto used. The patent office will be 
at once established in the part of the building here- | 
tofore occupied by the mayor and the board of com- | 
mon council, in the west wing of the City Hall. 

[ Nat. Intel. 


Post office department. All of the principal de- 
partments in Washington have published notices 
similar to that inserted in our last, from the trea- 
sury department, requesting duplicates of such let- 








coolness, prudence and deliberation. After a full 
view of all the circnmstances the president arrives 


at the conclusion that prudence requires of us to! 
stand aloof for the present, and wait to see how the | 


The president, in 
conclusion, expresses his entire willingness to co- 
incide with the senate in any course which that 
body may think most conformable to the true inter- 
ests of the country. 

The message having been read, it was ordered on 
motion of Mr. Buchanan, that the message and do- 
cuments with 1,500 copies of each, be printed. 

Various petitions of a private character were 
presented and referred, among which was one from 
the hon. John Forsyth, praying for compensation 
for losses sustained during the Seminole distur- 
bances. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, it was ordered that when 
the senate adjourns, it adjourn to Monday next. 

A number of bills were introduced and -referred, 
which will be noticed in their progress.—Among 
them was one, introduced by Mr. Wright, for anti- 
cipating the payment of the indemnities awarded 
to citizens of the United States against France un- 
der the convention of 1831 and against the king of 
the Two Sicilies in 1852. 

Several resolutions of inquiry were also offered 
and disposed of, when the senate proceeded to the 
consideration of the special order, being the reso- 
lution offered by Mr. Ewing, to rescind the treasury 
order. 

Mr. Webster resumed and concluded the argu- 
ment he commenced yesterday against the legality 
as well as the policy of the treasury order. Mr. 
Benton then expressed a willingness to refer the re- 
solution with instructions. Mr. Niles then spoke at 
some length, inreply to Mr. Webster, and in defence 
of the order. Mr. Rives objected to the resolution 
because he questioned the power of congress tore- 
scind an executive act. He read a series of reso- 
lutions embodying his views, which were to prevent 
the notes of any bank which shall issue notes under 
the denominations specified from being received in 
payment of revenue. He would at a proper time, 
offer these resolutions. Mr. Ewing withdrew the 
call for the yeas and nays. The resolution of Mr. 


coming struggle will eventuate. 





ters as were probably destroyed. 
| Illinois Legislature. A letter from a member of | 
the Illinois legislature, dated on the 7th savs:—“<The | 
house of representatives have organized by the 

election of James Semple, V. B. as speaker and 

D. Prickett asclerk. All the candidates for speak- 

er were Van Buren men. In the senate they have 

ballotted three days without making a choice, that 

body being equally divided. The vote stands: 

Davidson, W. 19, Whiteside, V. B. 19, scattering 

2. The election is adjourned to Monday. The go- 

vernor’s message is not yet delivered.” 


Wisconsin. The legislature of Wisconsin has 
passed a bill locating the permanent seat of govern- 
ment for that territory at Maptson, on the Four 
Lakes; providing, however, that Burlington, on the 
west side of the Mississippi, shall be the place of 
meeting for the legislature until 1839. 


Trial of an abolitionist. The Darien, (Georgia), 
Telegraph, gives us the particulars of the trial of 
Edwin E. Roberts, an Englishman, who had been 
capitally indicted for ‘‘attempting to excite an in- 
surrection and revolt of slaves.’’ After a long trial, 
Roberts was acquitted and discharged. The Tele- 
graph says: “We never saw a greater object of 
pity than the prisoner. He lay in jail since last 
August, and had a severe attack of illness; indeed 
we doubt if he will ever recover from his present 
state of feebleness. A subscription was set on foot 
in court, to enable him to leave the city, which he 
did on the following morning.” 


Resources of Maine. About 9,226 oxen and horn- 
ed cattle, 7,180 sheep and 128 horses, have passed 
through Kennebunk this season, chiefly for the Bos- 
ton market. The aggregate value is estimated at 
$159,150. 


One of the representatives in the Massachusetts 
legislature, is Thomas Andros, of Berkly, Bristol | 
county, who was a soldier of the revolution. He 
was imprisoned in the old Jersey prison ship. He 
is 80 years of age. 


John W. Crockett, son of the honest hearted Davy, 
is proposed as a candidate for congress in the dis- 
trict once represented by his father. 


The army. The 2d regiment of dragoons, con- 


nies of artillery, recently organized at New York 
and Fort Monroe, and which were ordered by the 
secretary of war to be held in readiness for serviee 
in Florida are now ordered, we hear, to join the 
army in that quarter, under major general Jesup. 

[ Globe, 


The public prints, in all sections of the country, 
are teeming with accounts of the most revolting 
murders and attempts at murder. In Philadelphia, 
between Saturday and Monday last, no less than 


four attempts at murder, with deadly weapons were 


made, in all of which severe wounds were inflicted, 
and in one case resulted fatally. In Natchez, a 
meeting has been held to suppress sfreet duelling! 
and in most of the cities, the Bowie knife and pisto] 
are daily used as a means of vengeance or to arrest 
the hand of justice. 


Boothbay. The harbor of Boothbay, at the mouth 
of the I*armariscotta, is said, in the Eastern Argus, 
to be one of the safest retreats for shipping in the 
state of Maine. Two or three hundred sail’ of ves. 
sels, and sometimes a still larger number are often 
seen hovering into the bay to which they have been 
driven like a flock of birds for shelter. Traces of 
settlement as old as 1630 have been discovered in 
this place—foundations of houses, iron and copper 
implements and human bones. It is conjectured to 
have been settled at that early period by Germans, 


First rail road of Michigan. The rail road from 
Adrain, (Michigan), to Toledo, (Ohio), is now 
completed, and the cars have commenced their re- 
gular trips between the two places. It is, accord- 
ing tothe Adrian Watch Tower, the shortest and 
cheapest route for travellers going west—preferable 
to that of Detroit. The opening of the road was 
celebrated at Adrian by 100 guns, a champagne 
party, toasts and other rejoicings. Well may salvos 
of artillery be fired in honor of such enterprises in 
voung Michigan, yet a territory, and does much 
better in expending her powder in this way, as 

ther portions of our population might, than in 
lauding the triumphs of some political election. 


Switzerland vineyards. At those vineyards, si- 
tuated just below Vevay, Indiana, there are about 
twenty acres in vines that bear. which will yield 
near four thousand gallons of wine per year, that 
will be worth from one to three dollars per gallon. 
The quality of wine made at these vineyards is 
pronounced, by competent judges, superior to most 
of the Rhenish wines imported into this country. 


Oneida (N. Y.) bank This bank, has gone into 
operation, notwithstanding it was robbed of its ca- 
pital. The distribution of the stock has also been 
declared to have been fraudulently made. 


Welland canal. The select committee of the pro- 
vincial parliament of Upper Canada, to whom the 
subject was some time since referred, have reported 
in favor of assuming the Welland canal as a public 
work. They recommend that if the stockholders 
will, by a certain day to be named, agree to trans- 
fer their stock to the government, the receiver gene- 
ral shall be authorised to issue to them debentures 
for the amount of their stock, redeemable in twenly 
years, with interest half yearly, to commence in 
1840, after the following rates, viz:—three per cent. 
for the first year; four for the second; five for the 
next; and thereafter six per cent. until the deben- 
tures shall be redeemed. And that as soon as the 
receipts upon the canal shall amount to £25,000 
in any one year, three per cent. per annum upon 
the amount invested shall be paid to the present 
proprietors of stock, or their representatives; and 
when the annual receipts shall amount to £50,000, 
six per cent. per annum upon their former stock 
shall be paid, until the Jegal rate of interest upon 
the capital invested hy them, from the time that it 
shall have been actually paid in, shall be fully paid. 


Nantucket silk. Handkerchiefs made by the At- 
lantic silk company of Nantucket are now exbibil- 
ing in the Boston market. Those who have seen 
them say they bear a strong resemblance to the 
Pongee handkerchiefs, but are of a superior fabric 
and certainly of equal firmness. They are afford- 
ed at a cheaper rate than foreign goods of the same 


kind. 


The fireat Washington. The correspondent of 
the Journal of Commerce ascribes the fire that con- 
sumed the general post office, and, we suspect, cor- 
rectly, to the practice of depositing the ra made 
bv the various fires in the building, in the cellar.— 
These ashes, it seems, are the perquisites of some 
of the minor officials, and were collected in the cel- 
lar, until they were called for by the purchasers. 

When it is remembered that the dry pine wood 
used for lighting the fires, was also stored in the 
cellar, there seems to be no necessity for resorting 
to supposed incendiarism, in accounting for the mis- 








Ewing was then read a second time. The resolu- 
tion offered by Mr. Rives was then moved as an 


sisting of four or five companies, and two compa- 


ehief. 
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